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ROCKFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY - TEN YEARS OLD
By Herman G. Nelson
The Charter of Rockford Historical Society states that
its purpose is to serve "the City of Rockford and its people
in the preservation of items of historical interest: in compilation, dissemination and distribution of local history;
in owning and maintaining property for use as its headquarters, to serve as archives and the preservation and display
of historical materials; in creating a membership of persons
interested in local history and the culture of the community;
and the performance of other activities incident to carrying
out the purposes of the organization."
Much has been done in 10 years and the foundation is
laid for activities to make Rockford a cultural center either
by its own creative efforts or in cooperation with existing
organizations having the same purpose.
Incorporators were Mrs. Blanche Alden, David W. Johnson
and Herman G. Nelson, who foresaw the time when one strong
organization would serve the community best. The three incorporators were officers of the Swedish Historical Society
of Rockford and were supported in their plan by the Society.
Articles of incorporation were issued to the Rockford
Historical Society on Nov. 22, 1961, by Charles F. Carpentier ,
Secretary of State. It has the Certificate No. 17,042, Book
32 Page 251. Same was recorded in the office of Recorder of
Deeds William M. Two in Winnebago County Court House Nov..28,
1961.
A formal organization meeting was called for 2:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 4, 1962, in the Erlander Home Museum, 404 S.
Third St., Rockford, Ill. Presiding were David W. Johnson,
Herman G. Nelson, and Blanche E. Alden. Johnson turned the
meeting over to Herman G. Nelson, who read the charter and
purpose of organizing.
Bernard Wax attended with his wife
to represent the Illinois State Historical Society.
Named to a committee to draw up the constitution and bylaws were William H. Barrick, chairman, Emma Lundgren, Mrs.
Barbara Nilsson, Mrs. Georgene Wall and Jack C. Mundy. Decision was made that officers by elected by the membership
rather than by the board.
State Representative Bertil T.
Rosander offered his full cooperation. Next meeting was set
for March 25.
Incorporators were given thanks. The minute
book contains names of all who attended the first and second
meetings. At March 6 meeting, statements was made that the
ultimate goal of the society will be to acquire a modern museum to house Rockford historical materials.
A statement read at the organization meeting by Herman
G. Nelson points out: "For the sake of clarifying some questions which have arisen regarding the future of the Swedish
Historical Society of Rockford (organized 1937) and its relation to the Rockford Historical Society, I wish to state
that the Rockford Historical Society is a new independent organization devoted to the purpose for which organized, that

the Swedish Historical Society of Rockford will continue to
function as in the past with its large core of loyal members.
I feel that the Rockford Historical Society will parallel it,
working independently or together with it as circumstances
arise. Both will be working for the same cause and there is
no conflict of interest.
"It has become more and more apparent that there is much
Rockford history which should be preserved by a historical
society as that which the Swedish Historical Society has done
is a splendid job but there are large areas which it does
not and cannot cover.
For the time being headquarters are
offered at the Erlander Home Museum but the time will come
when the Rockford Historical Society will recognize the need
of a building and museum.
I hope such building will be new
and fireproof and that there is sufficient vision to think
large for the city of Rockford's size, importance and wealth."
Since that time the Swedish Historical Society of Rockford has made the Rockford Historical Society its successor
organization in case it should be dissolved or cease to exist. This makes the relationship even closer and more important.
Mrs. Barbara Nilsson was elected the first secretary of
the Rockford Historical Society, to serve as the only officer
until the next meeting set for April 29.
Clyde C. Walton,
state historian, addressed the April 29 meeting. Herman G.
Nelson presided at election of officers.
Elected were Ray
P. Lichtenwalner, president; Frank St. Angel, 1st vice president; William H. Barrick, 2nd vice president; Mrs. Blanche
Alden, 3rd vice president; Harry Andreen, treasurer.
Mrs.
Barbara Nilsson was retained as secretary. The following
were elected directors - for one year: Faith Armstrong, Mrs.
Barbara S. Capron, Chandler S. Miller, Mrs. Roberta L. Monk;
Mrs. Ernest Rastall; Richard A. Reese and Mrs. Sheila Tinslay. For two-year terms - Robert H. Borden; Arthur Heunkemeier, David W. Johnson, Philip B. Johnson, Herman G. Nelson,
Jesse L. Robinson, Bertil.Rosander, and Dr. Maude Swits Sto
well; and for three years: Seeley P. Forbes, Charles Green,
W. Ashton Johnson, Emma C. Lundgren, Hazel Mortimer Hyde,
Jack Mundy, Brice Sheets and Mrs. Martin R. Wall.
William J. Condon is the incumbent president. Past
presidents are Ray P. Lichtenwalner, 1961-63; William Barrick,
1963-65; Brice H. Sheets, 1965-67; Robert H. Borden, 1967-69;
Emma Lundgren, 1969-71. All have served with distinction.
A hi-monthly bulletin called "Nuggets of History" has
been published and its issues contain much Rockford history.
Hazel I:luck has served as secretary since 1967. Her minutes
contain a wealth of historical material. Much credit for the
"Nuggets" goes to Robert Borden and Hazel Hyde for editorship
and articles. Arrangements have been made for use of repository space for Rockford History at the Rockford Public Library.
Efforts have been made from time to time to secure a
proper fireproof building as a museum, but nothing suitable
has been found.
Offer has been made to join in creation of
a Rockford Cultural Center on Guilford Road and this project
is under current study.
It would combine the efforts of at
least three historical societies in developing a new fire2

proof museum and cultural center. Offer of help for maintenance of buildings and grounds with the rockford ParkDistrict
is a possibility.
Several historical tours of the county have been made
and the Society was co-sponsor with the Junior League in a
Heritage Tour which included visits to six homes. It netted
a substantial profit to the Society. In cooperation with the
Swedish Historical Society of Rockford, a huge boulder was
placed to mark the first dam site on Rock River. Unfortunately vandals stripped the placque for the stone.
The future is bright for the Rockford Historical Society. Fifteen to 20 board members attend meetings. Quarterly
meetings with historical talks, slides and motion pictures
Length
draw a larger audience. Everybody is enthusiastic.
of time to get truly under way is not to be regretted. Rockford Historical Society is building for the future. What is
to serve the future 25 to 100 years deserves excellent planning. We're not building for today, so we need not be impatient.
THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF ROCKFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Ray Peter Lichtenwalner
Information obtained by Mrs. Harold B. Hyde from Mrs.
R. P. Lichtenwalner.
The ancestors of both sides of the Lichtenwalner family
have been traced and their birthplaces visited. Johann Lichtenwalner was born in Kreuth near Rothenburg, in the picturesque Black Forest of Germany, whilethe Trumpys came from
the quaint old city of Glarus, Switzerland.
Johann Lichtenwalner and his wife, Barbara, migrated to
America in 1733.
They settled in Pennsylvania, which William Penn had opened to peoples who wanted the freedom of
their own faiths. Johann bought 400 acres of land at $4.13
per acre near Fogelsville, where he built a log cabin.
When hard times struck Switzerland in 1845, news of
available land and abundant food in the New World encouraged
a group of Glarus citizens to sail to America. This was the
first Swiss colony to leave the homeland.
Among these emigrants were Jost Trumpy and his son, Henry. The boat landed
at New Orleans, where the men were transferred to a river
boat, bound for Galena, Illinois. From there, by cart and by
foot, they finally reached a suitable location for a settlement, which they named after their home town, except that
they called it New Glarus.
Inscribed on a placque in front
of the old church are the names of its founders which include
JostTrumpy and Henry Trumpy. Jost's wife, Abby, arrived later when he bought a farm east of the village of Clarno, at
that time called Shuys Mills.
In 1850 Peter Lichtenwalner, great grandson of Johann,
moved from Pennsylvania to a farm south of Monroe, one mile
north of the Illinois line. He built a stone house, which
is still owned and occupied by some members of the family.
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Ray P. Lichtenwalner

The marriage of John Peter Lichtenwalner, son of Peter Lichtenwalner, and Elizabeth Trumpy, daughter of Henry Trumpy,
was solemnized on November 18, 1880. The couple moved into
the stone house. To them were born six children, the fifth
child being Ray Peter, born on August 11, 1893.
As a farm boy he attended a country school. After the
family moved to Monroe, he finished high school and enrolled
in the University of Wisconsin. When World War I broke out,
he enlisted in the Naval Reserve and served one year on active duty, returning to the University to receive his B.A.
degree.
He graduated from Wisconsin Law School, receiving
his L.L.B. degree in 1923. He had married Helen Borchers one
year previously.
After joining a large law firm in Cleveland, Ohio, for
his early practice, relatives and friends convinced him that
Rockford was a most desirable location for a young lawyer.
Consequently he opened his law officer here in 1926.For many
years his office was located in the First National Bank Building. When the Hone Federal Savings and Loan Association erected a new building on East State Street, he decided to move
to the site of his client. At his death the Association sent
a Resolution of Sympathy to his widow from which the following is quoted: "As general counsel for the Association since
1932, rendering opinions of title on thousands of mortgage
loans, not in one single incident was there an omission or
question of legal sufficiency."
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Lichtenwalner Farm Home

From early childhood Ray developed a great love and admiration for Abraham Lincoln. Beginning with his high school
years, he collected articles about him from newspapers and
magazines. He read every book on Lincoln that he could find
and began to select books for his library. After graduation
from Law School, friends began to consider him an authority
Scarcely a February 12th would pass that some
on Lincoln.
organization did not request him to speak about Lincoln. He
gave speeches on radio and television. He wrote articles.
At no time did he cover the whole life of Lincoln, but he
would select one facet, making Lincoln live before his audience. Most of his Speeches have been preserved and will be
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Lichtenwalner Home at 817 Auburn Street

added to his library.
Perhaps Ray was better known in this city for his ability to tell a good joke than for his love of Lincoln. Any
attorney who is conscientious about his practice must have
some means of relaxation. Telling jokes or hearing good ones
was to him, as to Lincoln, the best remedy for a hard day's
tension. Each collected every good joke he could find and
would use the proper one at the proper time and in the proper place. Hundreds of jokes were collected and have been
kept by the family.
Another means of relaxation was his love of cooking.
He collected cookbooks and used them for preparing his faHis relatives enjoyed his variety of breads,
vorite foods.
his preparations of every kindof meat or fowl, and especially his own recipe for stuffing, which is used by all of them
on Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years.
Ray never retired from the practice of the law. Although his personal family was relatively small, consisting
of a wife, a daughter, a son-in-law and three grandsons, his
personal interest in his clientele seemed to include them in
a larger family circle. He was most generous with his time
with each client and would listen carefully to his account
of his problems. He would often ponder on the best solution
after his law office was closed for the night. On the other
Cases
hand, he would rejoice at a client's good fortune.
were so varied and interesting since he handled some in all
courts, including the Supreme Court of the United States.
As a resident of Rockford, he belonged and worked in
many organizations. Among these were: Sons of the American
Revolution, Tebala Shrine Temple Masonic Lodge No. 102, Freeport Consistory, Navy Club, Moose Lodge and the Rockford Historical Society, of which he was the first president, elected in 1966.
However, his greatest legacy to the community
was his service on the Rockford Library Board. As a member
of the building committee, he and his associates favored a
pay-as-you-go approach. A new addition was built joining
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a modernized older building. After 12 years of service, his
one regret was that the mortgage had not been retired, although the building had been completed.
He was an avid reader and had a passion for good books.
His desire that books should be available to every one led
him to donate books to struggling libraries. Besides the
Rockford Public Library, thousands of books were given to
two small libraries which were in need of help in order to
survive.
One of these libraries was located in Palacios,
Texas, where a hurricane had destroyed the building and damaged the books. Another was the local Rock River Library,
which with the help of local residents has a new location on
11th Street, and within the past year has become a branch of
the Rockford Library System.
Any good citizen has contributed to his community. In
a small way Ray had helped people to live better by interpreting the laws, by showing them the right paths to take, and
by giving help to educate and make available the many resources of a good library.
He passed away on Monday, July 28, 1969, just one day
before his grandsons planned to arrive from Texas. Tennyson's "Crossing the Bar", as he requested, was read at his
funeral. The two stanzas given here seem especially fitting:
Sunset and evening star
And one clear call for me
And let there be no moaning of the bar
When I put out to sea.
Twilight and evening bell
And After that the dark
And let there be no sadness of farewell
When I embark.

Ver Lynn Sprague,
left, state consultant
on tourism, discussed
Illinois History with
Mr. Lichtenwalner prior
to Sesquicentenniel
celebration in 1968.

THE TOWNS ITE IS SETTLED
By W. Ashton Johnson
Had it not been that Germanicus Kent and Thatcher Blake
possessed a strong drive of the wanderlust and were dissatisfied with lead mining at Galena, the early history of Rockford would have a different flavor.
Both men were easterners. They had travelled by overland caravan as "loners" across country from New England to
Illinois Territory in 1830 or 1831. In 1834 they met at Galena, where a mushroom town had blossomed into a thriving metropolis of several thousand pioneers. These two then "tramped" from the Mississippi river country east with trusty rifles
and a bedroll across their backs, arriving at "Hamilton's
Diggings", on the Pekatonika (Indian Spelling) river. They
fashioned a canoe out of a tree trunk and paddled down the
Pecatonica River to its confluence with the Rock River and
thence down stream, seeking a location or claim.
Whether they camped at Stephen Mack's clearing at Bird's
Grove, just north of Rockton, is uncertain, though some histories report a meeting of the two travelers with the Indian
trader, his Indian wife, and children.
Mack was the first
white man to settle in what is now Winnebago County. This
is recorded in the Kaufman & Burch Winnebago County History
(page 17) published in 1869.
At any rate, Blake and Kent
Stopped near Rocky -Ford, or Midway, as the stagecoach owners
later named our town.
Kent became interested in a small tributary emptying
into the river, which he named Kent's Creek. After staking
a claim near the mouth of the creek, he accompanied Blake,
who took a liking to a plot of land li miles west of the river. This was in late June of 1834. Both men paddled down
river to Dixon, where they filed land claims.
The energetic pioneers then made their way back to Galena to interest a crew to help them develop the settlement.
Blake and Kent returned in the early fall, at which time Kent
set up a saw mill on Kent's Creek and began stripping logs
into lumber.
While Stephen Mack's name does not enter into any of
the historical references anent the founding of Rockford, the
fact that he was the first white settler in Winnebago County
insures him a leading role in the drama of pioneer days.
Mack was born at Poultney, Vermont, about 1790. After
receiving a good common school education, he enrolled at
Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire. His love for the
outdoors and a wanderlust for travel caused him to withdraw
from Dartmouth before graduation. Following the 1812 war,
Stephen accompanied his father, a retired army officer, to
Detroit to transact business connected with the fur trade.
The elder Mack figured that his son would lose his love for
wilderness life, were he to work with the Indians of the
Lakes region. What provided Mack's interest or where he re
sided between 1816 and 1827 are facts undiscovered by early
historians.
What is known is that Stephen joined a government exploration party at Detroit and made his way around
Lake Superior and Lake Michigan to Green Bay. While there he
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learned from fur traders that the Rock River Valley afforded
the best hunting grounds and that the Winnebago Indians were
friendly with honest white men. Accordingly, he sout on
an Indian pony.
Mack rode into a camp near Janesville and learned of
an Indian settlement further south, below Turtle Creek (BeBeing directed there by Indians to Bird's Grove, l
bit).
miles west of the Pecatonica River mouth, he lost the trail.
Instead, Mack followed Rock River as far south as Grande Detour. In this settlement, he made friends with a Pottawatomie tribe and launched his fur trade. For five or six years
he traded with these red men, taking their pelts in exchange
for merchandise and marketing his furs near Fort Dearborn,
from whence the pelts were transported to Detroit by boat.
During this period Mack married a Pottawatomie chief's
daughter, Princess Ho-no-ne-gab. Most historians agree that
Mack and his faithful wife settled at Bird's Grove, near the
Early
juntion of the Pecatonica and Rock Rivers, in 1828.
that summer Mack had incurred the enmity of a small band of
braves, to whom he had refused to sell whiskey. When the
plot to ambush him enroute home from Chicago was discovered
by Ho no-ne-gah, she raced a pony eastward to intercept her
husband. Mack and his wife turned their horses north several miles east of Grande Detour and traveled north to the
Winnebago settlement near present day Rockton.
Here it was that he built a trading post and a barn
and also two dwellings, to house his growing family. There
were eleven children born of this union, four sons and four
daughters surviving childhood. Two of his boys were named
William and Henry. Names of the other sons were unrecorded.
Rosa, Mary, Louise and Caroline were the Mack daughters.
Ho-no-ne-gah died in 1848 and a year later Mack married a white woman. The union was not a happy one and Mack,
now an old man, succumbed to the frailties of age on April
10,1850. His estate, consisting of several sections or rich
land, was equally divided among his living children and the
He was buried beside his Indian princess at
second wife.
In 1880 their remains were removed for interment
Macktown.
in the Phillips cemetery at Harrison, but were re interred
at Macktown in 1964 by order of the highway commissioner.
Two of the Mack girls attended Rockford Seminary and
later married, removing to Chippewa County, Wisconsin. Caroline, the youngest daughter, returned to Rockton as Mrs.
John Newberry in February 1923 to dedicate Ho-no-ne-gah High
School, so named in memory of her mother. She lived her last
years in Michigan.
Stephen
Mack's
Home
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ROCKFORD NAVAL AND MARINE TRAINING CENTER
By Mrs. Harold B. Hyde
Yeoman Remeromaki from the Rockford Naval Reserve Center was setting up a projector. Lt. Commander Wilson W. Elbitt was adjusting the speaker's stand. The Rockford Chapter, DAR, yearbook listed the speaker as commanding officer
in 1971 of the Naval and Marine Training Center of Rockford.
The announced title of his speech was "The Navy's Role in
National Defense". In the introduction and in a short interview after the speech, some interesting Rockford history was
disclosed.
One of Rockford's pioneer vefyfl5 organizations is
Ship No 1, Navy Club of the United States, organized in 1922.
Its meetings are held at 311 East State Street.
The Rockford Naval Reserve Training Center is located 125

15th Avenue. Navy Veterans and navy reservists have played a
resounding part in the history of this community. Recall the
history of our involvement in several wars and remember perSons who have served from Rockford in the Navy. There are
many dedicated reservists in the area.
The speech was a compelling presentation concerning the
building of Russia's navy while our own ships have grown older. The comparisons of ship-building and updating of equipment between the two top naval powers of the world is somewhat sobering.
Our area has been honored by having at least two ships
commissioned and given names of this locality. The USS Kish-.
waukee, a 310-foot gasoline tanker is named for the Kishwaukee River, near Rockford. Its keel was laid in September
25, 1942. After service in the Korean War it was decommissioned in 1960 to be recommissioned in 1966.
(See; NUGGETS
OF HISTORY, Sept-Oct 1966, Vol 3, No 6, pp 4-5). Lt. Gene
Yarber extended an invitation for Rockford persons visiting
Pearl Harbor when the Ship was in port to arrange to visit
aboard.
Rockford has Shown an unusual interest in ships. In
World War II a frigate was named for our city. The USS Rock
ford was sent down the ways of Wilmington, California. Its
christening was by Mrs. Ella Crotzer, Rockford mother of five
World War II servicemen, on September 28, 1943.
Persons who traveled from Rockford to California for the
christening of SS Rockford included Sig A. Sandeen, past national president of the Navy Club, Mrs. Emma Hahn, national
president of Navy Club Auxiliary, Mr. Leroy Hahn, the Hahn's
daughter Barbara Jean (later Mrs. David Barrie), Mayor C.Renry Bloom and his wife Mrs. Helen Bloom, Barbara Hale, Rock10

ford's movie star, Mrs. Ella A. Crotzer, who christened the
ship, Mr. Harry L. Crotzer, her husband, and possibly others.
The SS Rockford saw considerable action in three war
Its fighting men called it the
zones during World War II.
Mighty Rock. This ship crossed the equator and the international dateline and became a valued fighting unit.
Sigf red A. Sandeen, deceased January 14, 1957, was actively concerned in Rockford's Navy Club activities and status. On several occasions he discussed this with some of his
friends. On January 16, 1948, a Friday, there was a party at
the hone of Mr. and Mrs. Sandeen. Sig entertained the guests
with pictures taken in Sweden. While refreshments were being
served Sig showed some of us what he called "the poop deck",
a room in his home with nautical decor, furnished like part
of a ship. Others had seen this room before, but to a landlubber the weather and signal flags were fascinatingo perhaps there was an anchor among the ropes and other items.
Mementoes of the sea were tastefully arranged, giving one the
feeling of being aboard a ship. It was revealing to hear Sig
talk about the navy and his service in it, having been an Ensign. There were other parties at the Sandeen's home, two
Sig usually
being January 22, 1951 and February 21, 1952.
spoke of the navy on these occasions and willingly answered
questions about navy reserves and their training.
In World War I Sig enlisted in the navy and remained in
the navy reserves for several years after his discharge. Ensign Sandeen served in 1918-1919 as junior navigating officer
aboard the USS Krvonland, a naval transport. After his return
home he inspired the formation of the Navy Club in 1922 and
became its first skipper. Sigfred Sandeen was elected national commandant of the Navy Clubs of the United States of
America, June 18, 1939. He was instrumental in the founding
of the national organization and was proud that Rockford was
Ship No. 1. The idea was spawned at a naval reunion held in
Rockford in 1938.
Sig was sent by the government in December l9s5toparticipate in ceremonies dedicating the Pearl Harbor memorial,
at which time he sang The Star Spangled Banner.
Sig Sandeen loved to expound upon the navy and the navy
reserves. Interest was high in Rockford from 1947, when the
Navy Reserve program was being initiated here, through 1950,
when the Reserves had their own building and into the early
In 1948, came by first experience of
part of that decade.
seeing the Atlantic Ocean and traveling the famed scenic highway No 1 along the coast from about Atlantic City as far as
Portland, Maine. So, there were many informal interviews or

Sigired A.
Sandeen
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conversations, as Marion Sandeen frequently invited members
of Mendelssohn Womens Chorus and Rockford Men Singers, for
whom she was the accompanist, to have a short sing or celebrate after a concert, in their home.
(Concluded in next issue)
THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER
By William J. Condon
The Rockford Historical Society has a variety of projects that are presently being considered. We are collaborating with the Harlem and Swedish Historical societies in
bringing about a Rockford Museum center to be located on a
tract of land east of Rockford. We are doing this asan association of societies and it does not in any way, manner or
form obliterate any of our respective societies' identity.
Roughly $65,000 of a projected $125,000 has already been
pledged. Our group would have space available for meetings
if we so desire.
We have also been contacted by representatives of the
Winnebago County Memorial Association regarding getting space
in the Memorial Hall on North Main Street. We will know
shortly if their Building and Grounds Committee accepts us
and if they do, we will have gained sorely-needed space for
items that either have been or would be given to us in the
future.
We plan to have our next heritage tour on October 7th
and 8th and hope to have six homes named by April 15. Beyond that date we will be forming committees.
We are also behind the Jenny Lind Auxiliary of the Swedish American Hospital to renovate the P. A. Peterson home on
East State St. This is one of four homes in Rockford that
we would like to see named to the National Historic Trust,
If this could be accomplished, matching funds may be forthcoming from the Federal Government, as a part of this program. Another project presently being undertaken involves
our cookbook, so get busy and look up any old recipes.
Our last general meeting was a banquet on March 13th
at First Lutheran Church, and it was good to see so many of
you there. Our Treasury is mounting and we presently have
more than $5000 in our Building Fund drawing interest.
As you can see, we have many items on our agenda, so why
not pitch in and help us make the project bear fruit! Get a
friend to join our group and describe to him our activities.
Ray Hoisington reports that the local history room in
the main public library now contains a history of the Hoisington family.
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