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STRONGHOLD, A CASTLE AND ESTATE
By Mrs. Harold B. Hyde
A certain fascination attaches to Stronghold, the castle-like structure rising above Rock River and known to
It towers above the highway, near
many as The Castle.
Oregon, Illinois, and is hidden in part by a wilderness of
Below and beyond this is the Rock River. Stone
trees.
used in buildings was quarried on the property.
It was in 1930 that Walter A. Strong of Winnetka, Illinois, acquired this estate along the Rock River and proMr. Strong, who was at that time
ceeded to develop it.

Entrance to
Castle Grounds

publisher of the Uriicago DAILY NEWS, made this property
into a summer home for his family.
Although Mr Strong died in 1931, shortly after the
completion of the Castle, the property remained in the
hands of the Strong family. Stronghold was a very appropriate name for this structure, to be seen for miles rising
from the surrounding woodland, for the Castle itself was
massive and sturdy and the family name was suggestive of
the strength of its lines and turret. Mrs. Strong and her
family continued to use it as a summer retreat until her
death in 1961.
While rirs. Strong was living, she invited Philip Dederick of Rockford College and his art classes to sketch and
paint on the beautiful landscaped grounds. It was in 1950
that I met Mrs. Strong beside the lovely outdoor swimming
pool.
She came to welcome our summer art class and speak
in a cordial way about our freedom to enjoy and paint around
the estate.
She was a woman of great warmth and charm with
a quiet dignity.
In a few minutes she made,evervoie
t was in
at ease and that we were we come guests.
that Mrs. Strong broke her hip and an elevator was contrlv-

The Castle Exterior
The Outdoor
Swimming Pool

ed for her use.
At the time of Mrs. Strong's death, the property was
turned over to three sons and one daughter.
A fourth son
had been killed in World War II. These members of the
Strong family came to a decision to sell the beautiful
country estate.
They knew that it would be a fine acquisition for some kind of lodge or retreat holding.
The beautiful meadow area located north of the Castle about a quarter of a mile would be suitable for use by Boy Scouts or
Girl Scouts.
There were trees, plants, and wildlife located within the 450 acres of Stronghold that would be fine
for a group interested in camping or nature study.
Contact was made with the Presbyterian Camping Association of Northern Illinois, This organization had been
incorporated in 1958 to locate, purchase, and
maintain
camp, conference, and retreat facilities for Presbyterians,
in the northern part of the state of Illinois.
The first
site, later closed, was located about four miles from Seaton, Illinois.
Covered wagons, hogans, teepees and several
types of canvas shelters were used for camping on the 145
acres of that camp,
The Association desired a property
more centrally located that would permit a more diversified
program.
Search and study resulted in the discovery of the
Stronghold property,
February 26, 1963, Stronghold became the property of
the Presbyterian Camping Association of Northern Illinois,
The group changed the name in July of 1972 and is now known
as Stronghold, Inc.
It is used for conferences, seminars,
outdoor education, and family camping.
It is very popular
with teen age campers.
Rockford Historical Society's annual spring tour, Sunday, June 2, 1974, provided an opportunity to visit Stronghold. Clem Burns and Stuart Golding had planned an itinerary that covered nearly fifty-two miles for the round trip.
The local points of interest were on a guide sheet given to
the driver of each car in the tour caravan. The weather
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was pleasant for the visit to the Castle and its grounds.
Our Rockford Historical Society group gathered in an
open space outside for a brief talk by a guide. The large
group was divided into smaller numbers before entering the
Castle.
The main entrre room, is furnished with possessions
It was used as an art gallery
left by the Strong family.
with paintings of charm and some fine portraits. There is
a certain sense of wonder in stepping inside what was reputed to be the largest residential structure in the United
States at the time it was constructed. It is also believed
that this was the first building for residential purposes
in which reinforced concrete was used inside.
Unique light fixtures and woodwork were mostly done by
the Strong family and a blacksmith who lived on the property while the castle was being built. The method used to do
the walls was to use a blow torch and then rub with steel
wool to give it an older look.
Thirteen bedrooms accommodated the family and guests.
Three of these are on the lower level near the entrance
room.
The largest of these was Mrs. Strong's bedroom and
there are two bathrooms downstairs. Up a short flight of
stairs is a circular room.
There you find a stone floor
and stone benches around the wall.
A barred door leads to the outside from the room the
Strong family called the Guard Room.
The fireplace is one
of ten located in the Castle. The family crest was carved
above the door by the Strongs, and the significance of the
two dates is that in 1632 the Strong family first came to
America and in 1930 the Castle was built.
The Guard Room was fashioned like such rooms in old
castles in England.
In those old castles the narrow windows could be used to look outside, and for defense, while
The
it was difficult for someone to look into the room.
large urn in the center of the room was for depositing wea-

The Cross sitting on
the side of the room
that overlooks the
Courtyard was designed by a lady of
the Presbytery.

pons when travelers entered. There are many secret passageways throughout the castle but they have been closed off
One of these led to the balcony
now for safety reasons.
Guards in an old castle could
overlooking the Great Hall.
go through these passages and keep an eye on strangers. A
furtive look around could convince a person that he was
back in an age when strangers might well be observed with
thought of hostile intent.
The Library is up a second short flight of steps.
Nicholas Kaisaroff, a Russian painter, who was a friend of
the Strongs, spent a year during which he did much painting
The ceiling of the
for little more than board and room.
library was painted by him in a unique and interesting way.
This nobleman also spent his time on other paintings located in the Castle.
A swinging bookcase with a button opens into one of
the secret passageways.
Many of the rare first edition
books belonging to the Strong family are now in the IllinThe dents in the wood surrounding the
ois State Library.
fireplace are believedto have been put there by the Strong
family using hammers and logging chains to give it an older
The light fixture
look in keeping with the castle decor.
was an old spinning wheel with lights attached and is hung
from an old log chain.
The Sun Room, formerly called the Family Game Room,
has a view over Rock River and the surrounding area. Still
to be seen is the wicker couch made for Mrs. Strong accordThe Strong children
ing to her personal specifications.
made the light fixture from metal scraps.
The Great Hall is of exceptional interest. It was the
place where family parties and special events were held.
Most of the furnishings were left by the Strong family. The
fireplace is reputed to have been the largest indoor fireplace in Illinois in its time. A tapestry above the fireplace and two red davenports were imported from France. The
rug is Oriental. The Hammond organ was one of the first
1.

View of the river
from the tower of
Stronghold

ones made, and is said to nave oeen the 36th off the line.
The candleabra sitting on the buffet in the corner of a
small sitting room by the fireplace has ten candleholders.
She placed
They stand for Mrs. Strong's ten grandchildren.
a candle and burned it on each child's birthday.
The Great Hall is thirty-four feet high, forty feet
The long table you see with
wide, and fifty feet long.
rails along the bottom edge is over 200 years old. In the
old Castle Days floors were very cold and with the rail peoA paintple could put their feet up and keep them warmer.
ing hangs near the exit from the Great Hall. It is a copy
One
of a Fresco painted on a wall in Florence, Italy.
change was made from the original and the face of Mrs.
Walter Strong was painted in on the right.
An exchange of names for the two rooms leads to a bit
of confusion. The Sun Room for the Strong family isncw used
This room overlooks the Rock River also,
as a Game Room.
There
as well as the swimming pool on the Castle ground.
is a woodroom that was used for storing wood for the fireplace in the Great Hall and the other fireplaces. A track
and a block and tackle were used to hoist the wood up
through double doors.
Climbing the stairs to the tower is a chore, but the
This tower is five stories
dividends are worth the effort.
Bedrooms are located on the third floor. An observhigh.
ation tower is located on the fifth floor and from there
you can see the grounds that surround the Castle.
The Russian artist painted the walls of the tower room
Using the story of Rumplestiltskin he
on the fourth floor.
began at the doorway to the wooden steps and proceeded
In the
clockwise around the room, ending under the stairs.
painting the man smoking a pipe is the architect and the
other man is Mr. Strong.
It is said the children painted
The Nursery is off the tower
in their own faces, too.
stairs.
The children's "Nanny" lived in a room just off
the nursery.
The fifth floor is memorable for its inspiring view.
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Because of a bend in the river, the Blackhawk statue is not
Imagine a table made of California Oak weighing
visible.
close to 1,800 pounds. It is a table made of two pieces of
oak from the same tree. This table was set up in the dining
It
room and the far wall built after it was in place.
could only be removed by tearing down the wall. The carvings around the walls are the work of the Strong children,
done on rainy days.
The wing to the north is called the Carriage House.
Off the north archway opposite the kitchen door is a door
We
leading to two rooms that were occupied by the maids.
parted with our guide reluctantly and looked back with regret as we were leaving.
As you
This is a place where a family made history.
walk around about the gardens and grounds there is a peaceNow another kind of history is being made
ful atmosphere.
here by youth groups, family campers, and those who come
The trees and the sky invite a meditative
for inspiration.
Some birds call to each other and there is a flash
mood.
of wings along the road leading away from Stronghold.

THE OLD MANSE, CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS
AND RALPH EMERSON, ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS
by Mrs. Gordon (Georganne) Eggers
and Mrs. David (Lucretia) Paddock
(Concluded from last issue)
Or, writing of his travel, once he had arrived in Chicago, on his way to Bloomington:
"So after a few days, I took the stage for Rockford
coming down the east side of the river.
In the evening I
walked down to the present water power. I was astonished
at the magnitude of the undertaking. I knew that to build
the dam in Lawrence (Mass.) required the heaviest New England capitalists, and I took for granted that it must be
Eastern capital that was building this stupendous work.
How great was my astonishment to learn that it was built by
citizens of the town.
My admiration for Rockford's energy
has known no abatement."
Once in Bloomington, he writes, "In those days, Mr.
Lincoln and Mr. Stewart used to come from Springfield to
Bloomington every time court sat to assist the local lawyers in trying cases.
As I saw law practiced, I did not
like it.
I drew warmly towards Lincoln. He appeared to
take a kindly interest in me and a walk or two together,
often.
At last my heart was full. I told Lincoln I wanted
his advice.
How kindly he turned around with "Well?'
I
told him I wanted to be a lawyer and a Christian. He appeared to think that was not difficult, talking in an evasive sort of way.
I pressed the question. 'Mr. Lincoln,
I see all the big money is made by lawyers who aid scamps
Now is it possible for man to make
in doing what is wrong.
a fair living as a lawyer and yet never be caught aiding
any bad man or keeping a bad man from being punished?' He
6

almost stopped -------a long sigh came; then suddenly his
chin projected forward and we walked on in silence.
No
word came, but I got my answer."
And so, on the advice of Lincoln, Ralph Emerson left
Bloomington for Beloit and his older brother, Joseph, who
was teaching at Beloit College, and soon to Rockford. The
railroad was to be completed the following year, 1852, and
the dam was finished.
He was all of 21.
And with the
railroad, the Reaper buiness, an industry which would feature prominently in the growth and prominence of our city.
In Ralph Emerson's words, we hear how the business began
and are allowed a deeper appreciation of his ingeniousness:
"Rockford was in 1853 the end of the railroad. (A
year before it had taken him all day to travel from Chicago
to Marengo with a layover there awaiting the morning
coach.) Among the customers of the hardware store was John
H. Manny of Waddam's Grove, near Freeport, where he was
building a few reapers.
In 1853, Manny offered to move to
Rockford if we would trust him for the materials to build
the reapers.
Mr. Blinn hesitated and left the decision to
me
Mr. Manny came.
It was the first time I
had
seen a reaper cut and it pleased me so well that when Mr.
Manny urged me to join in the manufacturing, I readily consented, but still carried on the Blinn and Emerson Hardware
Store.
Shortly after, Mr. Manny and Mr. Talcott left town
for holidays and I was called on to decide all sorts of
mechanical questions
and I hardly knew a turning lathe
for working iron from a planer to work wood
we began at
once on a crop of reapers
the first one finished was
bought by one of McCormick's agents, though we didn't know
it at the time
less than 10 days thereafter we were sued
by McCormick
and so began the great suit, which was to
outlast the life of Manny and in which for the first time,
Abraham Lincoln and E. M. Stanton saw each other face to
face, while defending us
the suit was won by a Supreme
Court decision after over 1000 pages of testimony and several years of effort
and during this time the business
increased considerably
But then money was made too rapidly.
The crash of 1857 found us with heavy law expenses
still running on the suit and total indebtedness of over
I was only 26 and I did not know how, but I
3/4 million
knew in some way I could handle this thing and with a courage that now surprises me I took up the burden which was to
last 10 years, of paying off that debt and again building
up a fortune."
Among his first recollections of Rockford was the female seminary which was about eight years old, -- early
Rockford College.
"When I came here, it was being conducted in a modern building near where the east side Catholic
Church now stands.
The present seminary grounds had been
bought and in the summer, Father Kent laid the corner stone
of the present middle building.
As it approached completion - the next year - there were not funds enough to finish it.
And I got John Edwards to help me raise a subscription to finish it.
It was a tough job and cost me
what was then a large sum of money.
But, I had the satis7
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faction of seeing the chapel which was in the upper story
plastered in time for the anniversary. The building was
immediately filled with pupils, four or more in a room. The
young men who had finished the building were, of course,
always welcome.
Think of such men as Austin Colton, Dr.
Blount, myself and others like us loading up with raisins,
candy, figs and all sorts of similar luxuries and marching
over there on a winter's evening to give the whole seminary
a party and took possession and ran the whole outfit, Miss
Sill not in the least objecting.
But good as the seminary
was, its grade of scholarship, because of its youthfulness,
was not what we wanted for our five daughters." (His five
daughters attended Wellesley.)
And so we have met Reverend William Emerson,
the
priest; Ralph Waldo Emerson, the poet; and Nathaniel Hawthorne, the story teller......our famous Concordians; and
we learned of the great influence of Ralph Emerson, Rockford's versatile pioneer.

ROCKFORD EDITORS IN THE SPRING OF 1841
By Billie Whitsitt
In April, 1841, Philander Knappen, editor of the ROCKFORD STAR, got married.
He printed an invitation in his
own newspaper and sent a similar copy to the ROCK RIVER EXPRESS, which read: "To All Our Friends without RESPECT TO
POLITICAL SENTIMENTS -- As an important and happy event is
about to take place in the history of our life on Wednesday
next, the 26th, we earnestly solicit the attendance of all
our friends, at the Rockford House, at 6 o'clock in the
evening of that day to participate with us on that joyful
occasion, in a social party, to be given by D, Howell,
Esq."
B. J. Gray, editor of the ROCK RIVER EXPRESS, printed
the invitation with devilish delight, headlining its
"Ye need not one be left behind-The Star's invited all Mankind!"
In the following issue, Gray settled down briefly and
announced: "MARRIED--In Willow Creek precinct last Wednesday, by William Hulin, Esq, PHILANDER KNAPPEN, Esq., Editor of the STAR, to Miss ELIZA SIMONS, formerly -of the
State of New York.
Thus, appearing to have taken Knappen seriously for a
few lines, he burst forth: "When we find the good sense of
a brother entirely uprooted under this imaginary influence,
led headlong into such inextricable entanglements as the
one recorded above, we are ready to put on the sable garb,
and swear we will go mourning the remainder of our days.
All our sympathies are affected in his behalf.,,,"
Perhaps the new Mrs. Knappen did not subscribe to the
EXPRESS or was blessedly illiterate.
According to John Thurston, busy each week in the STAR
office, after his marriage Knappen did not come into Rockford very much, preferring to remain in Harlem with his
8

Nothing is known of Mr. Simons, his
bride and her family.
father-in-law, except that he raised excellent peas that
spring, better than Mr. Horsman's, Knappen declared,
There was a note of disapproval for Haight (Daniel S.)
in a May (1841) issue of the ROCKFORD STAR. The following
is an item reprinted in its entirety:
"The petition of the people signed by a host of the
citizens of Rockford, has been disregarded, and Edward
Warren, whose petition was signed by seventeen citizens
only we believe appointed to succeed Mr. Haight. Mr.
Church was the choice of the people and we think would have
been appointed had not Mr. Haight resigned in favor of Warren, and recommended him to John T. Stuart. It is possible
that our surmises are not well grounded but we would venture our head on the truth of it,"
Inasmuch as Knappen was renting office as well as
printing equipment from Daniel Haight, such a statement indicates that Knappen nevertheless obtained the strength and
courage to speak out against Haight when he considered it to
be his duty to do so.

EARLY HISTORY OF THE PARK DISTRICT
By W. Ashton Johnson
Rockford and Winnebago County can rightfully boast of
possessing the finest, if not the largest, listing of recreational areas and playgrounds in Illinois outsidecf
Chicagoland.
The city park system was launched in 1909. In the
following year the newly elected Park Commissioners purchased the site of the present Sinnissippi Park, two miles
north of State Street, along the east bank of Rock River.
From its creation 68 years ago until the present, responsible unselfish men have administered the duties of coinmissioners, while competent supervisors have directed the
activities and expanded program facilities.
Few native Rockfordites have taken the trouble to ascertain the derivation of the word Sinnissippi, the name
that was designated as the title of our first public playgrounds, or the fact that Rock River was so named by the
American Indian. When the Winnebago and Sac Indians roamed
the prairies and navigated the streams by canoe, the Sinnissippi River abounded in fish and game for the Red Man.
The word meant "clear-flowing water", Germanicus Kent and
Because of its length, nearly 300
Thatcher Blake learned.
miles, our river was one of the most traveled by Indians.
Through the length of its course, there were haunts of big
Adjacent to its banks, rich soil yielded
and little game.
varied crops.
It was the white man who dubbed our town Midway, then
Rocky Ford, and finally Rockford, And it was a later generation of Rockfordites who chose to perpetuate the Indian
name Sinnissippi by naming our first park thus, back in
1910.
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An Illinois statute enacted in 1895 made provision for
municipalities to organize park districts should a popular
A group of local businessmen who held
vote favor same.
membership in the Rockford Club launched the park project
as their first civic betterment object in February of 1909.
Petitions were signed and presented to County Judge Louis
M. Reckhow, who called a special election in late March.
The ballot count showed that 1131 voters favored creation
of a park system, while 795 voted negatively; blank ballots
numbered 155.
The five men elected commissioners were Atty. Fred E.
Carpenter, Robert H. Tinker, Henry W. Williams,
Levin
Faust and George D. Roper. Carpenter was named president
Frank J. O'Brien, secretary, Martin A. Kjellgren, treasurThe group had their eyes on Rood Woods, a tract along
er.
North Second Street, fronting on the river. Because of a
borrow
short option, the commissioners were forced to
$47,500 from three local banks with personal signatures
attached to the notes. There being no tax levy and no bond
issue arranged, the first park board bought 77 acres from
the bank trustees of Edward C. Waller's estate with borrowA few months later a $100,000 bond issue sale
ed cash.
allowed them to get free of personal obligations.
In 1910 forty addition acres east of the wooded
tract were purchased from the Mary Cassidy estate for
$16,080.
Later four river front lots (where the Sunken
Gardens are located) were purchased from W. W. Sawyer for
A second tract was acquired from Sawyer, six acres
$900.
in all, for $8,426,26. Thus it cost Rockford taxpayers but
$73,016 .26 for the beautiful 131-acre Sinissippi Park.
Drives and roadways, parking areas and the golf course
consumed the remainder of the bond issue monies. Tax dollars went into completion of the first public golf course
on park property, and the Tom Bendelow, golf architect who
designed the course.
First play over the course was announced by Supt. Paul
Riis in 1917.
Two years previously the most pretentious
outdoor pageant ever attempted in this city was staged by
Rockford high school students under the direction of Miss
Czarina J. Giddings. Besides directing the 1915 class production, the English department teacher wrote the script.
There were 15,000 in attendance at the Indian story play in
song and dialogue.
One of the old-timers who still recalled, fifty years
later, the opening of Sinnissippi Park links, was Eskil
Jacobson, senior member of the Forest City Printing Company.
"Jake" became snabk concessionnaire at Sinia in 1918 and
remained there until 1926.
At that time his hamburgers
were famous and the park board awarded him
concession
rights at the year-old Ingersoll Memorial Park.
"I've
dished out hot dogs and burgers in tents as well as modern
shelters to local golfers -- how many I can't estimate,
maybe half a million," Jacobson stated.
Seth B. Atwood deeded 334 acres on the old military
pistol range property in 1956. This area is the largest
park under supervision of the Rockford Park Board.
Through
thousands of hours of unselfish, volunteer labor on the
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part of board members, the district by 1965 had 2,349.36
acres devoted to recreation.
Blackhawk Park, our second riverside recreational area
was opened in 1911.
It now consists of an area of 91.25
acres and contains baseball and football fields under
lights, pavilion and ice skating rink.
Lt. Clayton C. Ingersoll Memorial Park was a giftof
the late Mr. and Mrs. Winthrop Ingersoll in memory of their
son killed in World War I.
One of the trickiest 18-hole
It was formally
golf courses in the state is a feature.
dedicated to the citizenry of the area by Mr. Ingersoll in

1925.

Eighty-one more additional land parcels in the township are supervised by the park district, among the best
known being Atwood, Elliott, Sandy Hollow, Searles, Fairgrounds, Haight, Haskell, Churchill, Beattie, Sunset, Alpine, South, Nelson, Levings, Hall Memorial, Page-Talcott
and Martin.
Two parks bear Indian names, the first being
Sinnissippi.
Board President Fred Carpenter suggested the
name, because it symbolized rhythm in motion. The other is
Blackhawk.
After several years of delay in the state legislature,
Representative William Pierce succeeded in getting a bill
through committee and up for passage authorizing Rock Cut
Park as a state park preserve. The naming of the first
state park in the Rockford area was an event of 1962, when
state and local officials came here to dedicate the recreation tract.
Through the early activity of the Winnebago
County Conservation clubs, a small lake, known now as
Pierce Lake, was made by damming the creek running through
the park and adjoining forest preserve.
When Rock Cuttecame a state park, engineers excavated a large basin and
with the opening of the 1963 season, fishermen enjoyed the
privilege of battling for species of the finny tribes in a
1I0-acre basin of spring water.
An interesting note on early history of the Rock Cut
area has to do with naming of the tract. When the Milwaukee railroad was laying tracks for its Rockford-Kenosha
run, the construction crew commented that "it will take us
a week to blast though that 'rock cut' the
surveyors
charted".
Back in the 1850s, a returned '49-er from the California gold mines acquired a half-section of the present state
park and forest preserve property. On this property was
one of the springs that feed the present lake basin. Winnebago and Sac Indians roamed the county then and were often visitors at the spring to replenish their leather water
bags.
When John Parker and his brother acquired a quarter
section of the "preserve" in the Seventies, they inherited
the old Buckhorn Tavern.
This rambling wooden structure
was an over-night stop for stagecoach travelers from Chicago to Galena.
If the Rockford taverns were filled, the
driver would pull up on "East Galena Trail", tracks of
which could be found as late as 1920.
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ROCKFORD INDUSTRIAL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
by Mrs. Harold Beardslee Hyde
The year 1940-41 was not the beginning and certainly not
the ending for Rockford Industrial Association, for it is a
flourishing group in 1977. Perhaps it is representative of
any year and the Yearbook had an interesting dedication.
That dedication ran thus,
"We dedicate our Industrial Year Book to all our members
who are leaving the ranks of industry to take their place
in the service of National Defense."
The chairman that year, who celebrated his 87th birthday
on March 9, 1977, was Al Goranson. We read of the officers
the following write-up:
"The association has been very fortunate during the past
season in having competent men elected to the office of
President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.
A
great deal of responsibility goes with each office requiring
tact and also hard work.
"During the course of years that have run since it was
have
originally organized, many of our representatives
been called upon to assume these duties and our steady
course and unwavering purpose has never been challenged
while they held office.
"Al Goranson, our present chairman, (1940-1941), has
been a consistent leader in the work of the association for
Previous to his two terms as President,
he
some years.
served as our Treasurer. Very reluctantly he accepted the
higher office when elected to that position. Al is the
Superintendent of the Clutch Division of the Rockford Drilling Machine Company, a very busy man indeed.
His love for
sports is overwhelming and he has given generously of his
few hours of spare time to conduct the affairs of R.I.A.A.
"Congenial, fair minded, with the profile and bearing of
the great Knute Rockne, whom he resembles so markedly, we
can only say we have been fortunate to have him serve the
past two terms so unselfishly under prevailing conditions.
"Jim Newman from the American Cabinet Hardware,
able
Vice President, Bob Anderson, National Lock, Secretary, and
Jack Darby, Sundstrands, Treasurer, have all done a fine job.
"In our Year Book we wish to make special mentionthat
the Board of Managers and all participating Athletes
in
our Association are grateful to these men for their un
selfish devotion to the field of Industrial Sports."
In an interview, June 19, 1977, Albert "Al" Goranson
began to name some of the men prominent in R.I.A.A. and then
stopped.
"A lot of the fellows back in the early days are
gone now."
(To be continued)
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