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THE NATION AT WAR
by W. Ashton Johnson
(Editor's Note: This is another chapter of Rockford's history written by
the late "Ash" Johnson, honorary president of the Rockford Historical
Society and founder of NUGGETS OF HISTORY. Mr. Johnson wrote these
articles in the 1960s.)
Students of our nation's military history may find many interesting
nuggets of fact, from which the gold of patriotism and valor will never
wear off, in perusing the story of Rockford.
Records maintained by the various cemetery associations disclose
that but one Revolutionary War veteran is laid to rest here, that being
in Greenwood Cemetery. Seventeen heroes of the War of 1812 with Great
Britain repose in local cemeteries, while nearly 700 Civil War veterans
have here found their last resting place. Only four men who fought with
Generals Harrison or Taylor in the Mexican War repose in local cemetery
plots. Probably 200 Spanish-American War veterans are counted in the
total of the military dead of Rockford, while World War I veterans now
deceased would certainly far exceed a thousand.
County records disclose that 3,469 men were sworn into military
service from Winnebago County during the Civil War days, from 1861 to
April 1, 1865. Of these, 1,141 were from Rockford. Of importance to note
is the story of a Mrs. H. B. Merchant, as chronicled by Charles A.
Church, Rockford's early historian. Mrs. Merchant, a widow with 11 sons,
watched her oldest sons march away to war in 1861. As the need became
great for augmenting the Union armies, one by one her other five sons
also enlisted. There seems to be no record as to how many of the
Merchant boys survived the war.
In September of 1862 Mrs. Mary Brainard enlisted as a nurse with the
74th Illinois Volunteers under Col. Jason Marsh. When the regiment
reached Lebanon, Kentucky, Mrs. Brainard was assigned to an army
hospital, as chief nurse and matron. In the spring of 1863, she was
transferred to a Louisville military hospital. She was sent home late
that year, following a siege of malaria fever. Because she was
classified as a "government employe" rather than a U. S. Sanitary Canmission nurse, her pension rights were denied, until an act of Congress
in the 1870s cleared the way. She died in 1905, the first local army
nurse.
Adjutant General Allan Fuller of Belvidere designated Rockford as an
army camp area in July of 1862 and came here to choose a site the next
month. The military, with the aid of Mayor Charles Williams, City Treasurer N. C. Thompson, and Police Marshal Ambrose Halsted, selected an
area between North Main Street and Harlem Boulevard, from the juncture of
the two at John Street, north for a distance of six present blocks. It
was named Camp Fuller and was used for the training of the
newly-activated regiments of Illinois men.
In less than a year, personnel of these Union army units trained at
Camp Fuller: 74th Illinois, 92nd, 95th, and 96th, all Illinois volunteer
units. All of the above units had been ordered to the various battle
fronts by February of 1863, and ere spring arrived, the government
ordered sale at auction of the hastily erected barracks, headquarters
building, and guard house. This latter adjunct of the army camp was
located near the foot of Guard Street, between Harlem Boulevard and the
river.
The names of Civil War heroes were given to several streets in the
area, among them Sherman, Sheridan, Ellsworth, and Hancock. A native

Infantry, marched out of Brown's Hall (2nd floor of what was later the
Chas. V. Weise store) two days after President McKinley's proclamation of
war, on April 23, 1898. There were approximately 250 men in the units.
They were ccniianded by Captains W. H. Brogunier, Lts. Charles E. Almond
and William H. Sarver, Company H; Capt. Edwin J. Leonard, and Lts. James
A. Ruggles and Ernest L. Hess, Company K. Lt. Col. Arthur E. Fisher,
Major Richings J. Shand, and an unnamed hospital steward were listed as
staff or regimental officers.
Perhaps sixty other Rockford recruits were scattered in various
other Illinois units, and a dozen Navy enlistees were Rockford men. Following the Spanish-American War, Rockford veterans organized the Arthur
E. Fisher Camp No. 5, United Spanish War Veterans, and Almond Camp No.
60. Women organized the Forest City Auxiliary No. 11.

MRS. MARY J. BRAINARD.
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awarded a pension by special
act of congress.
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granite boulder, on which is affixed a bronze plaque, marks the Camp
Fuller site at the corner of Guard Street and Harlem Boulevard.
As early as December of 1860, a month after Lincoln's election, a
group of local Republicans, who had called themselves Lincoln's
Wide-Awake Club, began military drill. Formally organized in January,
the group assumed the name of Rockford Zouaves. Garret L. Nevius, their
captain, knew the fundamentals of military drill and had rehearsed his
charges months before for marching in political parades. With new of the
fall of Fort Sumter, local merchants collected $1200 for purchase of
uniforms and equipment.
When word was received from Springfield to muster in the Zouaves,
wives of the members and dozens of neighbors brought sewing machines to
Concert Hall, and between April 16th and 22nd, 100 snappy uniforms -baggy French style blue trousers and form-fitting blue flannel tunics
were tailored and fitted.
On the 24th, the Rockford Zouaves entrained for Springfield, where
they became Company D, 11th Illinois Infantry. They were probably the
only unit in the state that marched off to war in hand-tailored uniforms
of blue. They were the result of long, painful overtime and Sunday labor
by wives and sweethearts.
After the Civil War, on June 1, 1866, Rockford veterans organized
the G. L. Nevius Post of the Grand Army of the Republic. A charter was
awarded by the Department of Illinois of the G.A.R. in October, 1866.
Novius Post was named in honor of Garret L. Nevius, Rockford Zouave
leader and colonel of the 11th Illinois Infantry, who was killed at
Vicksburg in May of 1863. The Nevius Post continued as an active G.A.R.
post as long as Rockford veterans of the Civil War were able to meet.
Although the Spanish-American War lasted but a few months, and
comparatively few army personnel saw actual battle service, the death
toll from malaria fever and other tropical diseases caused a heavier toll
per thousand enlistments than was anticipated.
Rockford's two militia companies, H and K of the 3rd Illinois
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Before the shadows of the "Kaiser's War" enveloped the country, our
National Guards units, Companies H and K, were called into federal
service and shipped to the Mexican border.
All because of a Mexican guerilla war lord's raids on American soil,
on the north bank of the borderline Rio Grande River, Rockford guardsmen
moved south to Texas. Protect our territory against Gen. Pancho Villa's
marauders, was the order. A raid on Columbus, New Mexico, on the night
of March 8, 1916, had caught half of the 13th Cavalry in a crossfire.
After three hours of musketry and machine gun fire, 200 Mexicans lay dead
on Columbus streets and American casualties totaled 18 army dead, 36
wounded, some of whom were civilians.
Eight days later, Brig. Gen. John J. Pershing headed south of the
border with his "punitive expedition", on a chase for the bandit leader
Villa. At the same time, the War Department ordered guardsmen from
several states federalized, and Texas and New Mexico became a network of
army camps.
Departure of Companies H and K caused discontinuance of a
profitable sideline, sponsorship of a professional basketball team. Two
seasons of play had added large sums of "mess fund" cash to the Guard's
treasuries.
After seven months of occupation of Chihuahua province, Villa and
his 5,000 insurrectionists were still uncaptured. Gen. Pershing's campaign resolved itself into a training maneuver. These rigid disciplined
maneuvers gave 1,000 army officers and some 3,500 enlisted personnel
field experience that they later utilized in Europe. On the debit side
of the ledger was loss of 100 lives, many more wounded, and a cost of 130
million dollars. Had not our War and State departments promised Villa
recognition if he became president, back in 1914, those lives and the
dollars lost might have been saved.
The Mexican campaign nearly precipitated a full scale war following
President Venustiano Carranza's perfidy in sanctioning Mexican soldiers
to attack a United States column of cavalry. Our government was shocked.
Secretary Baker ordered Pershing to "stay on the job" and give battle if
necessary against a supposed "friend and partner" in vanquishing Villa.
There were 150,000 U. S. National Guardsmen extending along the border
from Brownsville, Texas, west to El Paso and to Nogales, Arizona. Fifteen thousand regulars camped 100 miles south of the border, ready for
real war.
Carranza apologized and pledged cooperation in the quest for Villa.
In January of 1917, President Wilson suggested arbitration in settling
the international incident. Accordingly, within a month, Gen. Pershing
withdrew to the United States, and our government returned the El
Paso-Juarez international bridge and adjacent territory to Mexico. Villa
carried on with a straggling fraction of his 1915 fifty thousand man
army. Our guardsmen were defederalized in March, eight months after the

swearing-in ceremony. Villa secured amnesty from his government, retired
to a plantation in central Chihuahua, only to be shot down by a younger
generation bandit gunman in 1923.
The Mexican campaign brought but two results. One was the fact that
food, supplies, and ammunition could be moved better and faster by motor
transport than by horses or mules. The other proved that a heretofore
unknown brigadier general was equal to the responsibilities imposed on
him. John J. Pershing, a former Philippine Island guerilla fighter, was
the brigadier who later wore four stars as commander of two million
A.E.F. soldiers, who helped win World War I in France.
An interesting sidelight with a Rockford flavor concerns Wallace
Fagersten, a young machinist who worked in the Joslyn Rambler garage on
Pine Street (a block south of Cedar Street between S. Wyman and S. Main
Streets), in 1914-15. Fagersten lived at 1237 Camp Avenue. When he left
Rockford, he secured employment in the Nash Motor Works at Kenosha,
Wisconsin, where the Ramblers were made. The Rockford youth attracted
the attention of his foreman while in process of assembling new model
Nash M-Quad trucks,
The Nash people were showing models of this sturdy truck to army
heads from Washington a few months before the Columbus raid. Two days
following the Villa outrage, the army called Kenosha long distance,
Could the Nash factory turn out a hundred trucks capable to supply an
The answer was "Yes".
army column proceeding into Mexican wilds?
Fagersten was called to the office and assigned the role of Truckmaster.
There is no use in reporting whether motor transport paid off. What
is interesting to relate is Fagersten's reward -- a citation from General Pershing and an acknowledgment from the Secretary of War. Fagersten died a few years ago at his California mountain hare.
In May of 1917 a committee of Rockford businessmen, with the approval of Mayor Robert Rew, the Chamber of Commerce, and businessmen's
groups, sought an army cantonment site for their city. Securing a
hearing before Secretary of War Newton D. Baker, the commission entrained
for the nation's capital. Spokesmen for the party were so convincing
that the War Department designated Rockford as an infantry training
center area and accepted the delegation's suggestion to name it Camp
Grant. The success of the Washington junket had resulted primarily from
the fact that a local committee headed by Realtors Charles H. Knapp,
Frank Deuel, H. J. Collins, W. H. Barnes, and State Assemblymen Charles
W. Baker had effected options on over 2,000 acres of land four miles
south of the city, between the east bank of Rock River and Eleventh
Street Road. Army procurement officers came here late in May and authorized purchased of more acreage south of New Milford and east of U.S. 51
(11th Street) for use as a target range.
Construction started on June 16, when Rockford civilians watched a
giant military camp rise from a sea of cornfields in the most remarkable
construction project ever attempted in the United States. War Department
contracts were awarded to the nation's largest and most efficient
building f inns.
Ultimatums were issued to each company awarded
contracts, that September 4th was the deadline. National Army inductees
were to report at the sixteen cantonment centers on this date,
Bates & Rogers Co., an eastern firm, had 8,000 men on the payroll
that summer. Rockford hotels and rooming houses were over-crowded, while
organized labor unions, particularly the Carpenters & Joiners and the
Electrical Workers, opened emergency quarters in the business area.
These and other organizations operated lists of house owners willing to
rent a room. When September 4th rolled around, quarters were ready for
the first 10% of the draft army scheduled to arrive.
World War I years brought several distinguished military mien to camp
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as 86th Division commanders, besides visitations by high government
officials and former President Theodore Roosevelt.
Early in July, two battalions of guardsmen, the 1st Illinois
Infantry, arrived at camp for patrol duty. Under ccnrrend of Major Abel
Davis, the guardsmen remained at camp until October, when they entrained
for Texas to join other units of the 33rd Division. Actual command of
the camp was assumed on August 27th. Major General Thomas H. Barry's
arrival and the arrival of officer personnel followed, a small portion of
More than two-thirds of the 86th
them being West Point graduates.
Division officers were '90 day wonders", as new reserve officers were
called.
Before the December holidays, the newly formed Division numbered
30,000, approximately 90% war strength. Gen. Barry, who had been sent
overseas as an observer with Gen. Pershing's A.E.F. army late in
November, returned to his command early in January, but was soon relieved
due to physical disability. His successor was Brig. Gen. L. Y. W. Kennon,
who was acting commander during Barry's absence. Less than two months
later, Gen. Kennon was relieved and assigned to an eastern post, because of infirmities.
Charles H. Martin, a brigade commander since the opening of camp,
assumed command of camp and division on March 20th and was soon elevated
to 2-Star Major status. The War Department ordered 87,500 men of the
86th to be transferred to Camps Funston, Custer, and Johnston, and
embarkation areas between November 1917 and June 15, 1918. Then 25,000
new recruits poured into camp from Minnesota and Wisconsin and were
transferred from the 50,000 personnel of the 161st Depot Brigade, when
fundamental training was over.
From mid-June until August, the 86th Division men toiled early and
late to master the intricacies of close and extended order drill, machine
gun firing, bayonet instruction, small arms firing, artillery fire, (at
Camp McCoy, Wis.) hospital and sanitation techniques, and motor transport
Department
duties. Upon the urgent request of Maj. Gem. Martin, the War
sent officers of the Inspector General's office to approve orders for entrain rment to the east coast for overseas fighting.
On August 20th the last of 14 trains had cleared Camp Grant for
eastern seaboard embarkation points.
By September 6th, two infantry
brigades (approximately 15,000 mien) 341st, 342nd, 343rd, 344th, regs;
331st machine gun battalion, besides 311th Engineers, ammunition trains,
quartermaster details, and hospital and sanitary train units were bound
for overseas service.
Spanish Influenza took its toll on the 86th personnel while aboard
ship, with the result that the 172nd brigade was quarantined at Southampton, England, due to a score of deaths and thousands of ailing men.
This bout with the flu caused the division to be used as replacement
units. On October 6, 1918, orders from Chaumont headquarters sent 3,000
infantrymen of the 86th to the front as replacements in the St. Mihiel
drive in the American sector. On the evening before, the replacements
boarded trains for the battle lines. More than two-thirds of the men,
most of whomhad left farms and city jobs just six weeks earlier, were
given their first gas mask drill. Thirty percent of the replacements
possessed service records showing "incauplete" small arms test, but Gen.
Martin had declared that his was a well-trained battle ready division.
The departure of the division left the camp caminand numbering
between 30,000 and 35,000 men of the 161st Depot Brigade and a regiment
of the 92nd Pioneer Infantry division. New draftees continued to pour
into the training camp during September, October, and early November. At
the cessation of fighting overseas on November 11, 1918, there had been
nearly a quarter million men from four central states processed at Camp
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Grant.
As a demobilization camp, Quartermaster Corps personnel were working
around the clock when returning units arrived. The first week of June,
1919, brought the 33rd Division of Illinois National Guardsmen to camp
for demobilization. Besides our two companies of the 342nd Infantry, H
and K, boys from the Forest City were found on a score of company rosters
of the Prairie Regiment. A night and day of parading and glad-handing
followed arrival of the 33rd, before discharge processing was completed.
Weeks later the Sixth Division returned from France, and being
regular army units, assumed a residency of three years. When the Sixth
command was reduced in personnel or deactivated, the camp area became unoccupied except during a two week period in July, when the 33rd Division
of Illinois National Guard engaged in annual field maneuvers.
Home were the M.P., city and camp patrols; dark was the Grand Opera
House, stage and runways, where Rosy Lee, Iska Murf, and a dozen chorines
romped for the entertainment of the men in khaki. The Mandarin Gardens
and the Council Oyster House no longer were filled with Uncle Sam's boys
and maidens. Rockford, much more sprawled out than in the hectic days of
'17, '18, and 1 19, had weathered the post-war recession and was beginning
to thrive in the atmosphere of a new industrial expansion.
Not until the rumblings of World War II were heard did Rockford
assume the stature of a military center again. As a preparedness measure
and because of the fact that oui freight transport fleet had been
threatened and even fired upon by Hitler's submarine raiders, Camp Grant
was ordered rebuilt for use as a medical training center. This was late
in 1940, and the scenes of 1917 were soon re-enacted by skilled artisans
of the building trades. This preparation of the medical base served to
portend events of the future.
When the Japanese struck their near-devastating blow at Pearl
Harbor, Camp Grant was ready for Brig. Gen. John M. Willis and his regular army medical training cadre. The years of 1942-45 differed greatly
from the hustle and bustle of World War I days. In the first place, the
camp trained a regiment of WACS, members of the Women's Army Corps, and
processed thousands of medical corps technicians and ambulance personnel;
where the World War I camp trained more than 200,000 men, the 1941-45
Camp Grant seldom had a population of more than 15,000 officers and
enlisted men. Following the Japanese capitulation, the military city
south of Rockford was converted into a demobilization camp, and midwest
troops were processed and discharged here for several months.
More than 7,000 Rockford and Winnebago County men and wcmen served
their country during the Second World War. Their younger brothers who
were subject to draft in later years saw service in the "Korean
Emergency" and in regular army outfits, as well as in the Naval Forces.
Bravery under fire of enemy guns, directional skill in mapping
aerial defense of our nation, and international honors in exploration of
Antartica have been achieved by Rockford's native Sons.
Not only in combat have Rockford officers and enlisted men been recipients of the nation's highest decorations, but to Rear Admiral George
Dufek, U.S.N. retired, went special citations for exploration with
Admiral Richard Byrd. Dufek and Maj. Gen. Robert G. Armstrong, retired,
were in the first high school cadet corps organized in the middle west,
1918-19, by Capt. Charles J. Sowle, a retired national guard officer.
Gen. Laurence Kuter, who retired in 1962 after a glorious career as an
Air Corps administrator, was at one time the youngest major general in
this arm of the service.
Rockford High School has earned the undisputed rank of graduating
more military men of general or admiral status than any other secondary
school in the nation. The ten famous military leaders are: Brig. Gen.
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Harold F. Nichols (class of 1906); Maj. Gen. Dwight Johns (1911); Lt.
Gen. John Taylor Lewis (1913); Rear Admiral George Dufek (1921); Rear
Admiral Robert G. Armstrong (1921); Gen. Laurence Sherman Kuter, U.S.A.F.
(1923); Maj. Gen. Alfred Pefley (1923); Brig. Gen. Louis Stocking (1935);
Brig. Gen. Peter Hyzer (1936); and Maj. Gen. Fred Ascani, U.S.A.F. Naval
Capt. Robert Thomas (1918) was killed in a plane crash returning from
Pearl Harbor, a year short of achieving Admiral status. He supervised
rebuilding of the Hawaiian defense base.
Two officers who were battalion or regimental leaders in Civil War
units were killed in the early years of the 1861-65 strife. They were
Lt. Cols. E. F. W. Ellis and Melancton Smith. The former was prominent

COL. E. F. W. ELLIS.

in fraternal circles before the war and
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erans' body and as such made up the first pilgrimage through the southern
states.
While serving as the national ccmnander of the Grand Army of the
Republic, Col. Lawler sought and secured passage of legislation authorizing flying of the U. S. flag on all public school sites. Locally,
Lawler was elected commander of the G. L. Nevius Post No. 1 39 times.
When the flag legislation passed Congress, the Rockford man attended flag
installation services at every school in the county. Aside frcm his
G.A.R. and Masonic fraternity activities, Lawler served as Rockford
postmaster under five presidents. He was appointed by President Rutherford B. Hayes and remained on the job until his death in 1908.
Rockford was honored by having the Number 1 G.A.R. post in the
nation. Originally chartered as Post 124, the 1877 encampment disclosed
that all posts organized in 1866 and 1 67 had disbanded. As a result, the
Rockford post was given No. 1 rating.
Colonel Garrett Nevius, who "joined up" with the Rockford Grays in
1859, rose to the rank of Colonel of the Eleventh Illinois Volunteers.
He was killed in 1863, leading his regiment against Confederate barriers
during the siege of Vicksburg. He was cited for bravery posthumously by
Gen. U. S. Grant. When the G.A.R. post was launched here in 1866, the
charter members voted to honor the deceased leader by naming the post
after him.
Seventeen Rockford women served in the Army or Navy Nurse Corps
during World War I, while between 50 and 75 young woven saw active
service in the Second World War.
Recruiting in both war periods was done by the American Red Cross as
well as the service recruiting chiefs. Records of St. Anthony and
Swedish-American Hospital graduates, who were in military service, are
unavailable. The Rockford Memorial Hospital Nurses' Alumna body reports
twenty-six in the service of their country, while many more were in nursing cadet training when the war ended. There were probably fifteen or
more Swedish-American nurses and a dozen from St. Anthony's nursing
school in army or navy uniforms.
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(Editor's Note: During the Great Depression of the 1930s, one of the governmental agencies set up by the New Deal administration to combat the
Depression was the Work Projects Administration (W.P.A.). The Writers'
Program of the W.P.A. was launched to provide unemployed writers and historians gainful employment by researching various communities and writing
short histories of these communities. From time to time NUGGETS OF HISTORY will print excerpts from the book about Rockford published by the
Writers' Program. While perusing these articles, the reader should remember that the material was written in the 1930s, and this is often
reflected in the way it is worded.)
Foreword
Rockford, the third city in Illinois, is a particularly fit subject
for a volume in the series of local guides prepared. by the Writers' Program of the Work Projects Administration. In addition to being typical of
the many flourishing mid-western cities, Rockford has a rich history
varied in many ways from the general urban pattern. Consequently, it
gives us a great pleasure and no little pride to be able to introduce to
the residents of Rockford and to readers generally an account of its
economic and cultural developrent.
We take this opportunity to thank the many friends who have given of
their time and effort to make this book possible. Literally hundreds of
men and women have shared in this work, too many, unfortunately, to be
mentioned here by name. However, to Sam A. Cousley on whom the greater
part of the burden of work fell, we wish to express especial gratitude.
We are also warmly grateful to James F. Baxter and Oril Brown, the
editors who prepared the final text. In addition, thanks are due to
George H. Thorp, State Supervisor of the Illinois Art Project, for making
available to us the services of Leonard K. Haven whose decorations add so
much to the appearance of this book.
Curtis D. MacDougall,
State Supervisor
Illinois Writers' Project
General Inforntiai
Railroad Stations: Illinois Central, 815 S. Main St.; Chicago & North
Western, 515 S. Main St.; Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, 609 S. Main
St.; Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific (The Milwaukee Road),
609 S. Main St.
Airports: Machesney Airport, 7 m. N. of Rockford on N. Second St. No
scheduled passenger service. Planes can be hired for trips or
sight-seeing.
Bus Stations: Union Bus Depot, Chestnut and Wyman Sts., for Union
Pacific, Central Trailways, and Northland Greyland Bus Line.
Taxis: 25 first mile, 10 each mile thereafter.
Local Transportation: Bus service throughout the city and to suburban
districts; fare 104, 4 tokens for 25.
Traffic Relugations: Speed in business districts, 20-25 m.p.h.; residential districts, 25-30 m.p.h. Left turns on green light, except at
the intersections of State St. with Main and Mulberry Sts. No turns
at intersection State and Main Sts. One-hour parking in business
zones; parking lots near all business sections.
Accommodations: Twenty hotels in the three major business districts;
tourist and trailer camps neai the city on US 20.
Information Service: Chicago Motor Club, AAA Branch, 318 N. Main St.;
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Rockford Chamber of Carrnerce, Faust Hotel.
Street Numbering: Streets are numbered east and west from the Rock River,
and north and south from State St. Streets south of and paralleling
State St., east of the river, are designated as avenues and by numerals. There are no streets or avenues designated by numerals on the
west side of the river.
Government: The Rockford city government consists of a mayor and a can
council elected for 4-year terms. The carrit,n council is composed of
two aldermen from each of the 10 wards. The offices of the mayor,
city clerk, treasurer, and water department occupy the first floor
of the new city hall at F. State and S. Second Sts. The old city
hall, First and Walnut Sts., contains the offices of the city engineer, city inspectors, the fire chief and his assistant, the Board of
Election, and the police, health, and sewer departments.
Water Supply: Rockford's water is obtained from deposits in St. Peter and
Mt. Simon sandstone ranging in depth from 300 to 1,600 feet below
the surface. Six wells, in which the water is raised by air pressure
and aerated, are at the main reservoir, 520 Stanley St. Other wells
are maintained at outlying stations. Rockford's water has been given
a high rating for purity by the State Department of Health.
Public Schools: The public school system is administered by a board of 10
members, appointed by the mayor, and a superintendent of schools,
appointed by the board. The general offices of the school board and
the superintendent are at 319 South Madison St.
The two new senior high school, the West Rockford High School at
1900 North Rockton Ave. and the East Rockford High School at 2400
Charles St., opened in 1940 with a total enrollment of 3,400 in
shop, classical, and commercial courses. Nigh school attendance
amounts to more than 1,000 annually. Three junior high schools and
18 grade schools have an enrollment of 16,000 pupils. The Abraham
Lincoln Junior High School is at 1500 Charles St., on the east side.
The Roosevelt Junior High School at 978 Haskell Ave. and the newly
opened Washington Junior High School at West St. and Linden Ave.
serve the area west of the river.
Parochial Schools: Eight parochial school (1 Lutheran and 7 Roman Catholic) have a total attendance of 2,200; there are 2 Catholic high
schools with a combined enrollment of about 300.
Private Schools: Keith Country Day School, with kindergarten and grade
forms, has an enrollment of 150. Rockford College, one of the oldest
and most highly rated colleges for women in the nation, offers
coeducational evening classes for residents of Rockford.
Hospitals: The following are public institutions: Rockford Hospital, 507
Chestnut St.; St. Anthony's Hospital, 1401 E. State St.; SwedishAmerican Hospital, 1316 Charles St.; the Winnebago County Farm
Hospital, North Main St. Rd.; and the Municipal Sanitorium for
tuberculosis patients from Rockford and Winnebago County, Parkview
Ave. near Spring Creek Road. There are also several private
hospitals and nursing homes.
RECREATION
Motion Picture Houses: Eight in the main shopping districts.
Parks: Fifty-two parks and playgrounds in and near Rockford; Winnebago
has 11 forest preserves.
Stadium: Beyer Field, near the west end of Fifteenth Ave., has a stadium
with a seating capacity of 8,000; all major outdoor sporting events
are held here.
Golf: Sinnissippi Park, 1300 N. Second St., 9 holes, greens fee, 25;
Ingersool Memorial Park, 4300 W. State St., 18 holes, greens fee
50; Sandy Hollow, Twentieth St. and Sandy Hollow Road, 18 holes,
greens fee, 50; Macktown Forest Preserve 12 m. N. of Rockford on
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Ill. 2, 18 holes, greens fee, 35; annual resident rates, adults $4,
children under 16, $1; Edgebrook Country Club, 9 holes, greens fee,
25 week days, 50 Saturday afternoons and Sundays.
Tennis: There are 45 tennis courts, clay or cement, in the following
parks: Andrews, 800 Central Ave.; Beattie, 605 Hall St.; Brown, 2010
N. Main St.; Churchill, Eighth Ave. and Eighteenth St.; Fairgrounds,
900 W. Jefferson St.; Garfield, Garfield Ave. and Horsmari St.;
Ingersoll, 4300 W. State St.; Oxford, 2400 Oxford St.; Sinnissippi,
1300 N. Second St.; South Park, 1500 S. Main St.; Southeast Park,
Eleventh St. and Sixteenth Ave.; and Sunset, Mulberry St. and Albert
Ave.
Swimming: Levings Park pool, 2100 Montague St., free; Tenth Avenue Playground pooh, S. Fifth St. and Tenth Ave., free in daytime on
Tuesdays, Thursday and Saturday afternoons, 10 at all other times
day or night. Fairgrounds Park pool, 900 W. Jefferson St., free,
mixed bathing not permitted.
ANNUAL EVENTS
January: Ski Jumping Meet, sponsored by the Rockford Ski
Club. Held on a Sunday, weather permitting, at Camp
Hillcrest, 5 m. SE. of Rockford on Camp Rotary Road.
February: District Golden Gloves boxing bouts.
March: The Feast of St. Joseph, celebrated on March 18 and 19 by Italian
residents. Various families in whose hares altars are erected in
honor of the saint hold open houses during the two-day period.
May: May Day Festival at Rockford College, usually on the third Saturday
of the month. The Winnebago County Rural Schools Music Festival,
held on the third or fourth Saturday in one of the county's forest
preserves, consists of songs and dances by more than 1,500 children.
Memorial Day Observance, participated in by Rockford's schools,
churches, and patriotic and military organizations.
June: A Mid-scmrier Music Festival, on June 23 and 24; sponsored by
business groups.
July: Municipal Fourth of July celebration, held at Bell Bowl, Camp
Grant.
Late July or Early August: The Northern Illinois Tennis Tournament at
Ingersoll Park, sponsored by the Rockford Tennis Club and sanctioned
by the Western Lawn Tennis Association.
August: Trask Bridge Picnic, known as "world's largest farm picnic," held
usually on the last Wednesday of the month at Andrew's Grove, urn.
NW. of Rockford on Ill. 70, under the sponsorship of the Burritt
Grange.
November: Dog Show, sponsored by Rock River Kennel Club. A one-day
exhibit with 1,000 entrants from all parts of the country.
(Continued in next issue)
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DISCOVERY OF ILLINOIS
by H. V. church (1931)
(Continued from last issue)
Joliet was quick to see the advantages in Illinois, for he said of
the Illinois Valley that it was "the most beautiful and most suitable for
settlement " because "a settler would not spend ten years cutting down
and burning trees; on the very day of his arrival he could put his plow
into the ground." No real estate agent of today could paint such an
attractive picture as that. Joliet saw, too, the advantage of the Lake
Michigan-Illinois River route, for he outlined a plan of a waterway
through Lakes Erie, Huron, and Michigan, with a canal through "but half a
league of prairie" to the Des Plaines and Illinois rivers. One hundred
seventy-five years that canal was opened for use. Joliet caught the first
glimpse of the coming greatness of Illinois.
As Joliet and Marquette were making their way slowly up the Illinois
River, the priest promised a band of Kaskaskia Indians who were near the
present site of Utica that he would return and preach the gospel to them.
True to his word, though now in the early stages of his last illness,
Marquette with two attendants started southward from Green Bay in the
fall of 1674. Joliet had gone to Montreal instead, but Marquette was not
well enough to make that journey with him.
In December, 1674, Marquette and his party turned into the Chicago
River, but winter was upon them, and they were forced to build a cabin
within the present city limits of Chicago. They moved on in the spring
and were received by the Indians of the Illinois Valley as angels "from
Heaven". But Marquette knew that this was his last mission, and he hoped
to return to Mackinac before his death. With a few faithful companions
Marquette made his way northward along the east shore of Lake Michigan.
At last he was so weak that his friends had to carry him.
In May (near the Manistee River, Michigan) he breathed his last in
the woods and wilds where he had devoted his life to the Indians. Gentle,
devout, and unselfish, his life of peace and hope and live has inspired
many another missionary to live only for others. Side by side with those
who followed the example of Marquette came the fur trader and the
explorer, and they, following parallel yet different paths, played their
part in winning the wilderness to the crown of France. The Indians, who
felt that the forests and the prairies belonged to them, were given less
and less heed as the years passed.
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