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HOME NOTES AND NOTICES
Rockford Manufactories - No. 1
We commence this week the series of articles which we have for some
time had in contemplation, but necessarily deferred, upon the Manufacturing Establishments of our city. - It has been our design to give a
pretty full statement of the business of the more important
Establishments of that character, amount of capital invested, amount of
work done, number of men employed, and other items going to show the extent of manufacturing interests in the city and their influence upon the
public and private prosperity. To do this fully will require sane time,
and we cannot promise, either, from the multiplicity of cares demanding
our attention, that we shall be able to continue the series in
consecutive numbers; but shall use our convenience to collect the necessary facts and figures and prepare them for publication - a task not
easily accomplished. In our first number a few general remarks upon the
facilities and adaptation of Rockford for Manufacturing, and its importance to her healthy growth and the development of the resources of the
rich country surrounding may not be out of place.
The wealth, prosperity and importance of a city depends upon its
natural advantages and the enterprise of its citizens in developing and
making good use of these advantages. We know we have the former, and we
shall prove in this series that we also possess the latter. Our city is
situated in a healthy and rich portion of country, which is peopled with
intelligent and enterprising inhabitants, mostly from New York and the
New England States. - While the surrounding country is unexcelled for
fertility, our water-power is probably unequalled by any other western
inland city. By means of the Dam - a beautiful and strongly-built structure, erected at a cost of $50,000 by a Company organized for the purpose
- a fall of from six to eight feet is obtained, and, by the aid of a
race, mill and factory privileges are capable of almost indefinite extension. Power and capital are very necessary for manufacturing purposes;
but superadded to them, if an extensive business is attempted, must be
good facilities for the importing of the raw material and the exporting
of machines and manufactures. These facilities Rockford possesses and
will possess in a superior degree. - We have at present a connection with
the East and West and we shall soon have with the North and South. When
the Rockford Central Railroad is completed, connecting south with the
Illinois Central, and with the Roads running north and north-east, our
facilities for transportation will be complete. - From the South we will
bring our coal, which we must extensively use in the course of a few
years, and from the North our lumber; while to all points of the compass
we shall send our machines and manufactures. (Incidentally we would
remark that, as our readers can see, the Rockford Central is a necessary
auxiliary to our permanent growth and prosperity, and as such should be
pushed forward to an early completion by our citizens.) The manufacturing
interests of our city, now very considerable, must be greatly increased
with the increase of these facilities, contributing materially to our
healthy growth and advantaging every interest of the country surrounding.
As we took occasion once before to remark, the benefits of these

manufacturing establishments radiate like heat in every direction: mechanical industry finds employment and reward, the fanner finds a market at
hane and consumers for his agricultural products, the merchant also reaps
the benefit of permanent customers, and profitable returns on investments
of capital afford a constant stream of wealth which is necessarily felt
through a whole community. The manufacturing and agricultural interests
thus act upon and with each other reciprocally, as also with the
mercantile and other interests, diffusing a general prosperity throughout
the city and county.
Having thus generalized all we ought, or our space permits, we proceed
to notice first, and as most important, Manny & Co's mammoth
Reaper and Mower Factory
The firm of Manny & Co. is composed of J. H. Manny, R. Emerson, Jr.,
W. & S. Talcott, and Jesse Blinn, and was organized last year. The main
building used for manufacturing purposes is the large stone building
built and owned by the Water Power Company, being 70 by 100 feet, four
stories high; in addition to which they occupy four sheds of large
dimensions, used for blacksmithing, a portion of the carpenter works, &c.
A large yard of a number of acres also forms a part of the "work roans,"
where the machines are taken for painting and packing. The Establishment
is divided into seven departments, as follows:
Wood Department - H. Peers, Foreman, working 69 men. 54 of these have
families, the Department giving employment and support to 283 persons.
The Wood Department includes all the work from the plank to finishing,
using up at the present time about 6,000 feet of lumber per day.
Foundry Department - E. Clark, Foreman, working 24 men, 7 of whom have
families. - Supports in all 36 persons. 41 tons of castings are turned
out every day during the busy season, besides which three other furnaces
in the city are employed to a considerable extent in making Reaper
castings.
Iron Department - M. Shaw, Foreman, working 52 men, 25 have families in all 127 persons. This Department is devoted exclusively to getting
irons and gearing ready and fitting the same to machines.
Sickle Department - Mr. J. P. Manny, a cousin of the inventor, has
charge of this Department, and as we understand has a contract for
furnishing the sickles at a stipulated price. 15 men are employed in this
Department, 10 of whom have families - in all 50 persons. The iron and
steel used here will cost this year $10,000.00 - iron from Pittsburgh,
steel from England, both ordered expressly for the purpose. It is estimated that some $5 worth of grind stone is used up daily in sharpening
and smoothing the sickles. To complete these little instruments of
warfare against the golden grain they go through twelve different
operations - all under different workmen. And to illustrate the gain
effected by a systematic division of labor through all the Departments of
the Factory, we were told that while it would take one man a day and a
half to make a sickle alone, by a division of the labor an average of
three sickles a day were turned out to each man. Among the curiosities of
the Sickle Department is a Punching and Cutting Machine, which has power
sufficient to cut in two a three inch round bar of iron.
Painting Department - L. W. Curtiss in charge, working 8 men, 4 of
whom have families - in all 20 persons.
Yard Department - J. Linderman, Foreman. This Department includes the
general out-door work - hauling, packing, shipping, &c., using three
teams, 30 men are employed, 15 of whom have families - making some 75
persons dependent upon this Department for sukpport.
Office Department - In the office are Messr. J. Gerber, Book Keeper,
William A. Knowlton, Correspondent, and J. A. Lombard and S. E. Ball,

Writing Clerks. These gentlemen, with the Proprietors, constitute the
office force, and a busy time they have of it.
The machinery brought into requisition at various points in the Factory is all operated by water, the whole requiring not far from 50
horse power. There will be used this year upon the machines 550 tons of
pig iron, 30 tons of sheet iron, and 250,000 bolts, and all this
exclusive of iron used in the Sickle Department. Of lumber it is
estimated 1,000,000 feet will be used. From these items, with the amount
paid for labor, it will be easily seen that the incomes of the Establishment must be immense to maintain an equilibrium. The last month's pay
roll amounted to over $8,000 - the present month's will reach $9,000.
The foregoing figures show a summary as follows: - The number of men
employed at the present time, including a number at other city furnaces
working on Reaper castings, may be set down in round numbers at 250 about one-half of whom have families - making an aggregate of not far
from seven hundred persons, or one-tenth of our population who receive
their support through this Establishment.
Of the character of Messrs. Manny & Co.'s machines, the unprecedented
demand for them is alone a sufficient commendation. Near 2,500 have
already been turned out this season - latterly at the rate of thirty per
day - and still the orders for them keep constantly in advance. It was
expected three thousand machines would be all that could be completed
previous to harvest, but an additional thousand would easily find a
market. What a blessing to the husbandman is the Reaper! - The farmer on
our prairies can no more do without it than the housewife in these modern
times could do without a cook stove. The farmers are getting to be the
aristocracy of the country - the Reapers and Mowers and other
agricultural labor saving machines doing the hardest part of the labor,
and fast working a revolution in the modus operandi of agriculture.
Mr. J. H. Manny, the inventor, first commenced manufacturing Reapers
and Mowers for general use about nine years since at Waddam' s Grove, in
the adjoining county, and since which time he has taken out thirteen
Patents, making, with the three old ones, sixteen Patents in all. The
machine has also been patented by Mr. Manny in Europe. Under and in
accordance with these numerous patents the machines are now made. The
machine combines the Reaper with the Mower, is easily changed from one to
the other, and, as thousands who have tried it will testify, works
admirably in either capacity. Mr. Manny commenced business in this city
in the spring of 1853. The present Company was formed last year, and as
the result of the combined energy of its members, together with the high
character of the machines they are manufacturing, they will do this year
a business of $400,000. We have no apology to offer for the length of our
manufacturing article this week, for we look upon such establishments as
the "bone and sinew" of our city, and upon that of Messrs. Manny & Co. as
one in which our citizens have reason to feel a just pride.
The Chicago Journal some time since, in speaking of Manny & Co.'s
Reapers, made the following elegant and eloquent remarks; with which we
close our present article:
It is true these Harvesters sing no songs, but they do
better; they make others sing. - Have you seen one of these
sinewy Reapers, as it moves steadily along through an ocean of
golden grain, leaving a wide wake behind it, while the waves of
the harvest lie in long and yellow ridges on either side? How
it mocks, as it moves, the might of its maker. How he pants to
keep up with it in the field. The sun blazes over the broad
acres, and their owner pauses to wipe the sweat from his

glowing brow, but the Reaper keeps right on, while behind it
hurry and struggle the Rakers and Binders. It is a denizen of
the Prairie - that Reaper and Mower, Among the ravines or on
the Catskills it would be a stranger, but here, it is "at
home."
(Series continues fran July 14, 1855, issue
of the ROCKFORD RE)USTFi)
Rockford Manufactories - No. 2
Starch Factory of Messrs. Lewis, Smyth & Co.
As this is a new enterprise, only fairly commencing operations last
week, and something of a novelty withal, we place a description of the
Starch Factory as the second in the series. This Factory is an important
addition to our manufacturing establishments, and in this corn growing
region, with the enterprising gentlemen in management, can hardly fail of
doing an extensive and successful business. The name of the firm is
"Lewis, Smyth & Co.," composed of Messrs. David Lewis, Joshua B. Smyth,
Clark Strong and Henry C. Meslor. They are at present employing
twenty-eight persons, and using up daily 200 bushels of corn, manufacturing the same into 3,600 pounds of the best quality of Pearl or Corn
Starch similar to that manufactured at Oswego, N.Y. They have facilities
for grinding 300 bushels of corn per day, which they expect to do when
fairly under way. The starch is worth here at the present time 7 cents,
or 84 in New York. We may therefore set down their yearly business in
round numbers at $100,000. Their Factory is located on the bank of the
River, adjoining Manny's & Co's Reaper Factory, occupying two lots with
100 feet front, running back 150 feet to the river. - Building new, 80 by
90 feet in size, and machinery and appurtenances all prepared for the
purpose. We are informed that there are but five similar establishments
in the West - three in Ohio, one in St. Louis and one at Louisville. The
Western manufacturer of this article has a decided advantage over the
Eastern, as the starch from 250 bushels of corn can be transported to New
York some $15 less than the corn itself. Such an establishment is also an
advantage to the farmer, for he finds a home market for his corn, and to
the community, for the money is not sent abroad with which the manufacturers buy their stock - also furnishing an article of food to our
citizens both nutritious and excellent, a real luxury from our staple
grain.
As most of our readers are probably not familiar with the process of
manufacturing starch, we subjoin a brief description, necessarily sanewhat imperfect, both from the difficulty of expressing the operation of
machinery and from portions of the process being considered secrets with
the starch makers. The corn is first taken from the wagons by means of an
elevator and carried to the upper story for storage. It is then as wanted
conducted to vats in the basement for steeping, where it is steeped in
pure cold water from one to six weeks, varying according to the weather,
the kind of corn, &c., requiring constant watching. When it softens
sufficiently, which is ascertained by chemical process, it is shoveled
into a hopper and elevated to the story above, where it passes through
the machinery. It first passes between four sets of metal cylinders, reducing it to a pulp, then through a set of three coarse and three fine
screens with a bolt attached to each, the starch portion being bolted
each time till it reaches the last screen, when there is nothing left but
the refuse. Passing from the bolts the starch water is conducted by a
spout into a set of platform vats below, where the impurities are removed
by a secret chemical process, and is then removed to other vats and the
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starch allowed to settle and the water drawn off. There are 50 vats in
all - averaging 1,000 gallons each. The starch is then in a plastic
state, and is moulded in boxes six inches square and removed to the
drying rcxn where it is laid on clean dry bricks, which absorb the
moisture. The cakes are here dried for a few hours at a moderate heat,
then tied in papers and removed to the dry kiln, (of which there are two
directly over huge ovens, in the basement,) and placed upon slats to
allow free passage of air. Here they remain from four to five days, a
temperature of 180 degrees being constantly maintained, and an opening at
the top permitting the escape of dampness. The starch is then ready for
market, and is shipped as per order, in boxes, barrels, or packages.
Probably all of our readers have noticed the prismatic shape of starch,
and supposed it was made so by design. The form it assumes is natural to
itself, being acquired during the process of drying, only requiring to be
done up in paper to prevent its crumbling to pieces. The entire process
of manufacture, after the corn leaves the steeping vats, occupies about
two week.
We have a specimen of the first lot manufactured by Messrs. S. L. &
Co., which is certainly a superior article, fully equal to any we have
ever seen.
(Editor's Note: Ironically, the next issue of Rockford Register, July 21,
1855, tells about a fire at the starch factory.):
ROCKFORD RISTF, Saturday, July 21, 1855
Starch Factory Burned!
At about 11 o'clock on Saturday forenoon last our citizens were
startled by the cry of fire, which proceeded from the Starch Factory of
Messrs. Lewis, Smyth & Co., at the Water Power. There was a "hot haste
and hurrying to and fro" through our streets, and pails sent down from
the stores by wagon loads. The fire had advanced so far before being discovered that it was only with difficulty that the books could be saved
from the building. Attention was therefore immediately paid to the saving
of the Reaper Factory adjoining, which was only accomplished by the
determined efforts of our citizens and we must say we never saw men labor
better or more effectively. The Starch Factory, which was entirely new
and only put in operation the week previous, and one lot of starch run
through was entirely destroyed with all the stock on hand. The buildings
cost some $12,000, and there was some $3,000 worth of stock in store,
making the total loss of $15,000. The buildings were insured for $2 , 0 00
in the Stephenson Co. Mutual, and $2,000 in the Peoria Joint Stock, both
of which Companies, we are informed, have already signified their
willingness to pay the amounts without waiting their legal time.
This loss falls heavily upon the firm, but it has not dispirited them,
and we are pleased to learn they propose re-building the Factory
forthwith if they can procure a temporary loan of some $5,000, and will
put the same in running order by the 1st of November next. Sane of our
Banking firms have very generously responded to the call, offering to
loan nearly half the amount required without interest, and there can be
no doubt therefore that the loan will be effected. The foundations are
all in good condition for the new buildings, and much of the machinery
can also be repaired.
(The final paragraph admonishes the City Council as to how necessary it
was to have an "organized Fire Department, Engines and Hooks and
Ladders." It goes on to say that if the Manny Reaper factory had burned,
probably all the other buildings along the water power race would have
been destroyed, and that the next time there was a fire, it may not be in
the daytime when there were many men to help.)

SOCIAL LIFE AND THE FINE ARTS
by W. Ashton Johnson
Founder of NUGGETS OF HISTORY
(Written about 1964)
(Continued from last issue)
Sveas Soner Singing Society was the first of several Scandinavian
musical groups to organize for the sheer joy of singing. In 1890, thirty
immigrants or descendants of Swedish ancestry formed Sveas Soner. Within
a year a $10,000 site was acquired at the corner of Seventh Street and
Third Avenue, and $15,000 was subscribed in 1902 for the erection of
Sveas Music Hall building. Professor William Swenson, noted organist and
choral conductor, came here from Sweden to serve as music director at
Zion Lutheran Church and direct the Swedish chorus. Under the baton of
Prof. Swenson, the Sveas Soner chorus was invited to sing at the Columbian Exposition (World's Fair) at Chicago in 1893.
The Rockford group was instrumental in organizing the American Union
of Swedish Singers. E. A. Norman, a soloist in the Rockford society, was
named second vice president of the Minnesota-Illinois association. A
massed song fest later in 1893 resulted in arranging a tour through
Sweden of the fifty-three voice chorus. Elmer Hollem of Rockford was the
Sveas Soner representative on this tour; subsequent trips to Jamestown,
N.Y., and two more tours of Sweden followed. Local singers who were
members of this national chorus in either 1910 or 1923 were Eric Ekstrom,
Karl Johan Hoeglund, Elmer Lutzhoff, Hugo L. Olson, Einar Pearson, Ernest
R. Ekstrom, Reuben L. Emerson, Hjalmer E. Broberg, and Dr. Joseph S.
Lundholm.
In later years the chorus of Sveas Soner has presented annual concerts
with an ensemble of thirty to forty voices and has brought
internationally known soloists here as guest artists. From its earliest
beginnings, Sveas Soner has participated in many philanthropic missions.
During the 1893-95 panic years, they sang in benefit concerts and maintained soup kitchens for distribution of food among Scandinavian workers
who were unemployed. Benefits for the Red Cross during World Wars I and
II provided means of raising several thousand dollars.
Another group of Swedish residents launched the Lyran Singing Society
in 1894, and its members voted to join Sveas Soner in the North American
union a few months after formation. Vocalists from Minneapolis and St.
Paul, Minnesota; Rockford, Moline, and Rock Island, Illinois; and Davenport, Iowa, were affiliates in this organization at the turn of the
century.
To Sofus Michelsen, Sr., goes credit for organizing the Rockford
Harmony Singing Society, an organization composed of former Norwegians
who had immigrated to these shores and settled in Rockford. Michelsen and
his family came to this city in 1923 after he had worked as a watchmaker
at the Elgin Watch Company. He made inquiry of other Norwegian residents
regarding any interested in forming a vocal octet. As a result fourteen
men came to his Eighth Street hare and voted to begin rehearsals. Among
those who formed "Sangforeningen Harmoni Rockford" were Knut Knutsen,
John Scharning, Clarence Fahlbeck, and Selmer Forland, first tenors; Carl
Dahlberg, Harry Christensen, second tenors; Frank 0. Petterson, Eilert
Stavset, and Reider Pedersen, first bass; Karl A. Andersen, Frank
Hanrrerstrand, Hans Scharning, and Fin Svensen, second bass; Sofus Michelsen, director; and Mrs. Michelsen, pianist. First officers of the society
were: Frank 0. Pettersen, president; Knut Knutsen, vice-president; Eilert
Stavseth, secretary; and John Scharning, treasurer.
Original date of founding was November 23, 1923, while August 23,

1928, marks the date of incorporation and change of name to the Rockford
Harmony Singing Society. Between the late twenties and the present day
(1964), members of Harmony have become affiliated with the Midwest
Singers Society, a group of over two hundred trained voices, the
Norwegian Singers Association of America, and other cultural
organizations.
After occupying various small apartments on Broadway for twenty-five
years, the Harmony Society acquired a lot at the corner of Seventh Street
and Fifteenth Avenue, and in 1950 dedicated a modern clubhouse thereon.
Officers in 1964 were Tor Andreassen, president; Adolph J. Midtskog, vice
president; Eivind Ogaard, secretary; Hans Pettersen, financial secretary;
Jack F. Bertsch, treasurer; John A. Peebles, marshall; Fred McRill,
Gillis Blank, and John Stephanick, trustees. Auxiliary officers were Mrs.
Helen Johnson, president; Mrs. Francis Kjellquist, secretary; Mrs. Hildur
Swanson, treasurer; Mrs. Dana Peebles, marshall; Mmes. Coren Adolphson
and Astrid Kernland, trustees.
A group within the membership of the ladies auxiliary, the
Harmonettes, sponsored a national Ladies Singers' festival here in June
of 1963. In previous years the ladies have been active in cooperating
with the society's dramatic club. A dozen amateur productions have been
presented here and enacted in nearby cities.
Rockford has enjoyed the artistry of trained musicians who have held
active membership in the two symphony orchestras formed here. They were
the Rockford Symphony Association and the Civic Symphony group. It all
started as a result of a week of orchestral concerts played during the
city's one hundredth anniversary pageant week in 1934. Professor Andreas
Fugmann, Rockford College Music Department head, was persuaded to direct
the City's pioneer symphonic body. The original thirty-six players, who
played at the Centennial observance concerts, were augmented by a dozen
nearby town musicians the next year.
The Rockford Symphony Association was then formed by a group headed by
Irving Pearson, Ernest W. Swenson, and a dozen other music lovers. The
latter was named president, Miss Esther Strote became executive
secretary, and Mr. Pearson served as recording secretary and board
chairman.
There were fifty-five orchestra members when on June 2, 1935, the
first "trial" concert was held in Rockford Theater. So enthusiastic was
the response that memberships were sold to nearly a thousand patrons for
the 1935-36 season. Increased attendance forced the officers to lease
Shrine Temple for the last three concerts of the season.
The late Ernest E. Smith and H. Ray Mann were successors to Mr.
Swenson as presidents of the Association. Joseph Copeland, Everett Cox,
and Professor Fugniann comprised the Orchestra committee that net with the
directors to consider policy and programs. Concerts were enjoyed by
thousands each season through 1941-42.
Unfortunately, an erroneous rumor circulated by a disgruntled musician
caused embarrassment to musicians, their director, and the Association.
Before Federal investigators proved the falsity of the canards, the group
voted to cancel all plans until the war years elapsed. Directors
dissolved operation after voting to divide treasury assets between
professional personnel and the Rockford Board of Education. The latter
share was used to purchase instruments for needy student musicians.
In February of 1943, the Rockford Civic Symphony Association was
launched through the energies of the late Sigfried Sandeen and Arthur
Zack, a Chicago orchestra leader. Rehearsals were scheduled and Mr.
Sandeen's committee began the sale of season tickets for the 1943-44
season. First officers of the Association were: S. A. Sandeen, president;
Elmer F. Xanten, vice president; Robert E. Nash, corporate secretary;
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Ernest S. Rastall, treasurer; Mrs. Arthur C. Myers, Jr., executive
secretary; Pearl Liliquist, assistant treasurer; Trustees Floyd Able, H.
R. Broginier, Dorothea Vogel, Allen Elrrquist, Robert C. Nethercut, Mrs.
Leonard Shanhouse, and Mrs. Genevieve Taylor.
The Orchestra, now known as the Rockford Symphony, plays a series of
six winter concerts and six free summer concerts at Sinnissippi Park, in
the Rockford Lions Club music shell. 'Friends of the Symphony" conduct
the annual sale of sponsor's tickets, while the Symphony Guild provides
luncheon for the personnel before each concert.
The annual budget is met through sale of Patron, Contributing,
Sponsor, and regular memberships, ranging in cost from eight to a
thousand dollars. Enthusiastic support of the year-round program has
provided the Association with funds to bring artists of high calibre as
concert performers.
Rockford boasted of a band as early as 1858 when the musicians would
often play march airs while the Rockford Rifles and Greys would engage in
marching maneuvers at the Fairgrounds. When the militia companies and
volunteer units marched off to war in 1861 and '62, the old Rockford band
accompanied them into battle. With the return from military service of
the northern Illinois regiments, Professor August Dedrickson, a band
leader, organized the Forest City Band. This was in 1867. For thirty
years, the band was an excellent musical unit. Early in 1897 Professor
Dedrickson resigned, and was succeeded by Frank Fitzgerald. A change in
name to the Rockford Watch Factory Band was affected, but before a year
had elapsed many of its members became affiliated with the Third Illinois
Militia. Following the Spanish-American War the band resumed practice,
presenting concerts during the summer in Haight and Haskell Parks. In
1903 the Band was sponsored by W. N. VanMatre, Sr., owner of the new
Schumann Piano Co. Edward F. Blaiceley became director.
The Haddorff Piano Company Band was launched after the turn of the
Twentieth century through the generosity of the piano manufacturer, as
was the revival of the Third Regiment (Rockford) Military Band. Camp 51,
Modern Woodmen of America, and the S. M. & S. F. Lodge each sponsored
bands for a few years during the era of 1900 and 1905.
Following the opening of the Rockford Opera House in the 'Eighties,
Manager Cash Jones urged the formation of an Opera House orchestra.
Professor Dedrickson chose key men from his Forest City Band and directed
them during the theatre season. The Metropole Orchestra and Benedict
Orchestra were what is known today as dance bands. George Debler founded
the former, while Al Barker, Civil War veteran and distinguished dancing
master, launched the Benedict unit. About 1906 the Banks-Robinson
Orchestra became best known for its brass section and percussion.
The late Edward J. (Ed) Stuckey became one of the best known trap
drummers in this vicinity. Several members of the Metropole group joined
up with the newly-formed Collins Orchestra in 1904. For several seasons
moonlight dancing on the steamer "Illinois" was enjoyed to the strains of
violinist Collins and his associates. Among these was a young chap named
Guy Walker who later became known as the Tribune's country correspondent
with his "Durand Doings" in the Chicago paper's famous 'Line-O-Type"
Column. Other dance orchestras of that day included the Ragawhiles,
Turnstran's Serenaders, Phil Patton's Jazz Outfit, and Pozzi's Orchestra,
while Bill Engberg's Orchestra came a little later.
Home talent theatricals, the early day Little Theatre groups, were
popular in Rockford as far back as the 1880s. The Unity Club, composed
predominantly of members of the Christian Union Church, enjoyed producing
a minstrel show or hodge-podge musical annually. Frank Landers, early day

baseball manager, sports editor, and entertainment impressario, directed
several of these extravaganzas, and the old Opera House was sold out for
two or three nights a year.
The first Little Theatre group launched here was during the depression
years of the 'Thirties. Kate Holland Patton, member of a pioneer family
of New England ancestry, and her husband, Goldwin, directed four productions at Rockford Theatre. Poor support caused dropping of the project
after four weeks of playing.
The Rockford Little Theatre Association was formed by an enthusiastic
group of young people in 1937. Chiefly due to the energies of John
Salter, a capable director, the Russell Whartons, the Philip Taxons, the
John Roulliets, and Miss Elizabeth McGuire, the group produced three
plays. Until the Burpee Auditorium on North Main Street was canpleted,
plays were presented in Unity Hall. Three productions were offered during
a five night run at the North Main Street playhouse over a period of nine
years.
The Center Players organization was effected by members of the Jewish
Community Center on Parkview Avenue in 1958. This versatile group have
utilized professional directors and some unusually gifted amateurs.
Twenty-five successful productions had been presented through the 1963-64
season.
The Park Little Theatre group, consisting exclusively of Loves Park
and North Park residents, was organized in 1963 under the leadership of
Sherman Carlton. Other officers were Jack, vice president; Mrs. Russell
Briggs, secretary; and Charles Hazned, treasurer. These enthused footlight fans reported staging three successful comedies during the first
year of production, utilizing high school auditoriums in which to
perform.
The Rockford Community Players, who made their premier appearance
during the Rockford College Drama Festival in 1963, carried on through a
second season as an independent "Little Theatre" group. Their 1964
productions were highlighted by a spring presentation of "The Little
Hut".
Two Rockford professional photographers have earned blue ribbon merit
awards at National or International Photography exposition, - Ferdinand
Herzog and M. Charles Marsh. Herzog, who succeeded his father in
photography, won his trophies for his photographic portraiture. From 1925
to 1950 "Ferd" Herzog took camera shots of distinguished visitors,
including national figures. One study of the late Federal Judge Kennesaw
M. Landis, taken in 1921, earned wall space in dozens of offices of
distinguished lawyers. A Herzog print of Clyde Waddell, a local matinee
idol of the 'Twenties, was hung in a Philadelphia salon with a blue
ribbon attached, at the National Photographers convention exhibit. It
later went across country with a rental exhibit of photographs.
The late Charles Marsh earned an international citation at a London
showing because of the unconscious effort of a Blackhawk Park custodian.
March and a local newspaper reporter set up a picture that might have
been a cover design for the popular song, "Indian Love Call". The model
was the granddaughter of a Chippewa tribe chieftain, who was playing an
engagement at the Palace vaudeville theatre. When Marsh and his aide were
posing the young Indian girl atop the limestone promontory, the park
employee walked toward Marsh and inquired: "How about me turning on the
fountain? It should give the picture a kinda pretty tone." Marsh went
along with the idea, and a beautiful negative resulted. The Indian "princess" was caught in diffused relief behind a near transparent curtain of
waterfall. Months later Marsh received the first prize citation from
London, England.

In the creative arts, the Sketch Club was the forerunner of the Rockford Arts and Crafts Society, which made an inconspicuous bow in 1905 at
the hare of Mrs. Harvey Hatch, wife of the public school manual arts
instructor. Miss Frances Walker, Miss Grace Brantingham, Miss louis
Conant, Mrs. R. K. Welsh, and Mrs. Hatch invited friends interested in
basket weaving, chair caning, copper and brass crafts, and painting to
join. Mr. Hatch and Harry M. Johnson were the first males to join the
society, and before the year was out there were nearly a score of amateur
craftsmen enjoying work sessions. In 1908 Ralph Emerson offered a stone
building on North Main Street to the society, rent free. When this former
kindergarten building was razed, the group leased the Gregory farm hare
on North Second Street for a summer workshop. In 1915 the older society
jointed the Rockford Art Guild, its officers becoming directors of the
consolidated union. More than six hundred members were then identified
with the group following the merger.
In 1936 the Harry B. and Della Burpee Trust was formed by the Burpees
to foster the opportunity of Rockford and vicinity residents to participate in a program of arts and crafts, and to see and enjoy exhibits of
the natural sciences. In 1935 the Burpees had purchased the
eighty-four-year-old native stone and frame mansion once owned by reaper
manufacturer John P. Manny. It was built by John S. Coleman in 1852 at a
cost of twelve thousand dollars. In 1864 Manny, cousin of inventor John
H. Manny, acquired the property for fifteen thousand dollars and expended
a similar amount adding extra roars. In 1890, Colonel William Nelson, son
of John Nelson, inventor of the knitting machine, purchased the dwelling
and his heirs sold it to the Burpees.
With the establishment of the Harry H. and Della Burpee Trust, Mr.
Burpee, after first having considered using it for a funeral home,
remodeled the dwelling for art gallery use. In 1939 Burpee financed the
addition of the Burpee Auditorium.
The Rockford Art Association occupied the old Coleman-Mannv-Nelson
house for many years. The organization is governed by a board of
directors, whose officers in 1964 were Mrs. Earl Stringer, president;
Mrs. Robert Heerens, vice president; Mrs. Chad Brooks, secretary; and
Attorney Frederick H. Haye, treasurer. (Ed. Note: Sears Roebuck recently
donated their building at 711 North Main Street for an art museum, so the
natural history museum now occupies both 737 and 813 North Main Street.)
When the Rockford Art Association observed its fiftieth anniversary in
1963, a score of well-known local artists were listed in the souvenir
booklet published simultaneously with the Golden Anniversary gallery
exhibit. The following artists were listed;
Louise Conant Stevenson, pioneer Arts and Crafts Society member; Miss
Anna Coy; Marquel Reitzel, professor of art at Rockford College
1899-1938; Miss Myrtle Irons, art supervisor of Rockford Public Schools;
and Leslie Young Correthers, art director at Keith Country Day School.
Also listed were Katharine Keeler Pearman, Abigail Brown, Nina Cook Budlong, Edward I. Carlson, William Hallquist, Frank I. Johnson, Viola
Hodgson Barloga, Belle Emerson Keith, and Mrs. Frank (Alice) Wormwood.
Carolyn Shoudy Hamilton, Norman Catlin, William Collins, and Donald
Blanding were early directors of the art association. Mrs. Hamilton
specialized in portraying garden oils and portraiture, while Mr. Catlin' s
love for painting prompted him to organize and supervise a class for
businessmen. His pupils developed the hobby of brush and easel exercise
with remarkable aptitude. Collins was a commercial artist by vocation and
"leisure time professional" painter.
Donald Blanding and "Reggie" Corretherrs enjoyed an all-expense trip
from Honolulu to Camp Grant in the final days of 1917 to enroll in the
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Third R.O.T.C. Camp. Both men were commissioned second lieutenants of infantry in the spring of 1918. In the three months of residence at the
military reservation, both grew to like Rockford and its art colony.
Returning for discharge here in late 1918, the pair undertook the task of
developing the Rockford Art Guild, the name of the association at that
time. Blanding moved on to resume writing and art on the west coast, but
kept in correspondence with our town until his death in 1957. Before and
after returning to service in World War II, Don wrote several books
The Museum of Natural History is
illustrating some of them
housed in a building directly north of the art gallery. (It now occupies
The Museum of Natural History is housed in a building directly north
of the art gallery. (It now occupies both buildings at 737 and 813 North
Maim Street.) The building at 813 N. Main is owned by the Rockford Park
District. The Museum started as a W.P.A. project with Mr. Milton Mahlburg
as curator. Mr. Mahlburn continued as curator for many years. Since 1940,
the Harry B. and Della Burpee Trust has financed the operation of the
museum. It sponsors lectures and fields trips, as well as promoting
interest in, and understanding of, natural history.
The Rockford Woman's Club was organized in 1897 as the Rockford
Federation of Women's Club for the purpose of "general philanthropic,
literary work, and civil improvement." Mrs. Seely Perry was the first
president and served four years. The club established a traveling
library, founded playgrounds, organized the League of Women Voters,
established a community center in South Rockford, and later a Senior
Citizen Activity center at 900 North Main Street. The Farm School for
Boys was also one of its early projects due to the interest of Mrs.
Seely Perry.
In 1915, through the generosity of the childrren and grandchildren of
Mrs. Ralph Emerson and Mines. W. A. and Wait Tabcott, the club received a
gift of fifty thousand dollars and land on North Church Street and Park
Avenue. In 1918, it moved into its new hare. Under the gift request the
Daughters of the American Revolution have permanent quarters provided for
them in the club building.
The Woman's Club devotes itself to philanthropy and education through
its many departments and weekly lectures from October through April. It
also sponsors the Food Shop which is open to the public, and Rockford
Theatre is housed in the sane building.
Shortly after the creation of the Rockford Diocese of the Catholic
Church, the Rt. Reverend Peter J. Muldoon, Bishop of Rockford, addressed
two hundred women of this faith at St. James Hall. He explained the
cultural benefits to be derived from membership in a Catholic Woman's
League. This was late in 1909, and within a few weeks three guilds were
organized. Study of religion, music, and charity were the projects
undertaken.
The league has a large membership with representation in every parish
in the greater Rockford area. It has sponsored many projects including
St. Elizabeth Caitnunity Center in South Rockford which derives part of
its budget from the United Fund.
In 1877, Mrs. Harriet Sanford invited a few friends to meet at her
house for the purpose of study and conversation on literature and art.
The meetings were to be fortnightly, of a free conversational style, with
no regular officers, no constitution, no rules and no essays. Called the
Monday Club, the tie holding it together has been that of mutual
affection and respect and a desire for improvement and a higher
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intellectual life. The first members were Mrs. Goodyear A. Sanford
(Harriet Austin), Mrs. Charles J. Taggart (Anne Lathrop), Mrs. William
Lathrop (S. Adeline Potter), Mrs. William A. Talcott (Fanny Jones), Mrs.
Frank P. Woodbury (Abbie Richards), Mrs. Ralph Emerson (Adaline Talcott),
Mrs. Julia Edwards Clemens, Mrs. S. C. Withrow, Mrs. Seely Perry (Marie
Thompson), Miss Caroline Potter, and Miss Mary Preston.
Rotary, Kiwanis, and Lions Clubs were first organized nationally, and
then locally. While President Woodrow Wilson was engaged in keeping the
United States out of World War I, Rotary international came into being in
Chicago. The year was 1915, and in April the following year the Rockford
Rotarians launched Thursday noon weekly meetings with a membership of
nearly one hundred men.
While the Rotarians chose "He who Serves Most Serves Best" as a
slogan, Kiwanians, with their Indian name, dedicated their organization
toward boys' work among the under-privileged. Following organization of
the latter club, Victor Johnson was named as first president. Johnson
also became the first governor of the Illinois-Eastern Iowa District of
Kiwanis, and in 1924 he was national president.
Lions International was launched by a Chicagoan, Melvin Jones, in
1919. Rockford was one of the first cities canvassed, and on February 1,
1920, a group of eighty business and professional men met to organize in
the Nelson Hotel. The charter ceremonies were held March 3, 1921, with
Attorney Frank Maynard as first president.
In the decade following the First World War, Exchange, Optimist,
Rockford Business & Professional Women's Clubs, and other similar groups
were launched here. Later came the Seroptomists, the Jaycees, and other
groups.
A charter member of the Rockford Rotary provided the information that
in 1964 there were charter members still active in its membership.
Several of these were instrumental in the fund drive that resulted in the
acquisition of Camp Rotary, the summer camping area on the Kishwaukee
River southeast of the city. Used by boys and girls of the county during
June, July, and August, the camp boasts of a dozen buildings, including a
spacious dining hall and recreation building.
One of the major projects of the Rockford Kiwanis Club was the construction of a five thousand seat concrete bleachers at Beyer Stadium,
the former high school athletic field. The Lincoln Park boys club development was also the result of Kiwanis effort. Funds for the development
of these projects was raised through Kiwanis Pancake Day, amateur
theatricals, and social events.
Rockford Lions have aided the Salvation Army in manning kettles each
year in a pre-Christmas collection. This has been the means of providing
food and clothing for hundreds of families each holiday season.
Years ago Lions launched Rose Day by which the club sold 2800 dozen
roses to start a fund for building a center for the county's blind. Since
that time, the building has been completed. The money collected from the
sale of roses now is distributed among worthy projects.
**** ** * *** * ** * * ** ************ ********** ******** ***********
NUGGETS OF HISTORY, published quarterly by the Rockford
Historical Society, Rockford, Illinois
Acting President
William J. Carson
Vice President and Associate Editor
Hazel M. Hyde
Recording Secretary
Martha Mangas
Corresponding Secretary and Past President
Eldora Ozanne
Treasurer
Russell Carlson
Membership Chairman
Russell Miller
Editor of NUGGETS OF HISTORY
Robert H. Borden
Circulation Manager
Robert J. Lindvall

...........................
............
............................
.....
.....................................
...........................
................
.......................

