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This portrait of Lt. Colonel Edward F. W. Ellis hangs in the Masonic
Lodge Hall of E. F. W. Ellis Lodge #633 A.F. & A.M. on Charles St. in
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK
This issue presents a biography of Colonel Edward F.W. Ellis written by
Stephen T. Aarli. Colonel Ellis led a fascinating life that was cut short
when he was killed at the battle of Shiloh during the Civil War. Colonel
Ellis' daughter Blanche left a great legacy to Rockford in the Mendelson
Club.
Stephen Aarli is the Secretary of the Star in the East Masonic Lodge in
Rockford. Colonel Ellis was one of the founding members of this lodge in
1855. Mr. Aarli is also a Civil War re-enactor with Battery G of the 2nd
Illinois Light Artillery. His interest in Colonel Ellis comes from their shared
Masonic heritage as well as his interest in the Civil War.
Mr. Aarli has done a great deal of research about Colonel Ellis and his
family and has done presentations to his fellow Masons and at the Camp
Fuller Festival.
If you have a subject that you have researched, or an idea for an article
that you would like to pursue, give me a call. I would like to encourage
original research into some aspects of local history that have not been
adequately pursued. I can be reached at 968-5055.
Thomas Powers, Editor

The home of Clara Blanche (Ellis) Starr and her husband Chandler at 405 Summer St.
The home is now used as offices by St. Peters Catholic Church in Rockford.

EDWARD F. W. ELLIS
THE MAN, THE MASON AND THE WAR HERO
BY: STEPHEN T. AARLI, P.M.

EDWARD F. W. ELLIS, THE MAN
Edward F. W. Ellis was born on
April 15, 1819, in the small town of
Wilton, Maine, a few miles south of
Farmington in the western part of the
state. In 1838, at the young age of
nineteen, he moved west to the small
but thriving town of Felicity, Clermont
County, Ohio, which is south and east of
Cincinnati. At the time of his arrival,
Felicity was, since the early 1800s, a
thriving center of industrial, commercial
and agricultural activity due to its close
proximity to Bullskin creek which flows
into the Ohio river about five miles to
the south of town. Bullskin creek was
navigable by small boats, which helped
make Felicity the second most important
population center in the county at that
time.
On October 25, 1842, he was
married to Harriett Ortus.
Unfortunately, he was widowed when
she passed away suddenly, possibly
from complications due to childbirth.
The baby did not survive either.
Edward Ellis was busy in many
fields of employment during this period
of his life. He studied law under Mr.
Alonzo Knowles, who practiced law in
Felicity between 1828 and 1852. During
the 1840s Edward Ellis was a popular
schoolteacher. While he was teaching,
there was a young seventeen-year-old
student of his named Lucy Ann Dobbyns
whom he took quit an interest in. Lucy

was a native of Minerva, Kentucky and
was born on December 7, 1828.
Eventually they fell in love and story has
it they eloped and were married on
August 2, 1845.
In 1844 and 1845, he served as
clerk to the trustees of Franklin
Township where Felicity was located.
By 1846, he apparently began practicing
law, and in July of 1847 was appointed
school examiner for Franklin Township
by the Clermont County Common Pleas
Court.
By 1849, gold fever was
spreading through out the country. "Go
west young man" was the catch phrase
going through the minds of both young
and old. So it only seemed right that
this was the next adventure for this
young man to pursue. Leaving behind a
secure livelihood as a teacher, clerk and
promising lawyer, he left Felicity to seek
fame and fortune in the gold mines of
California. He arrived in California by
way of Panama and the Chagres River
and settled in Nevada City, which is
located in Nevada County, California.
This county was formed in 1851 from a
part of Yuba County, which is north east
of Sacramento. With little or no success
in prospecting, he opened a mercantile
business. Success alluded him again
when a major fire destroyed his
business and left him $5000.00 in debt
as a result.

Prospecting and other forms of
retail business brought thousands of
people to the area. As can be expected
during this time of rapid growth,
disputes over mining claims and water
rights were the abounding incentive for
legal strife for many years. Not loosing
his resolve, he began practicing law with
much success. He was described as
being tall, bold, clear headed; fearless,
of powerful frame, yet well respected by
all that knew him. It is said, that had he
stayed in California, he would have
made his mark there even beyond his
expectations.
One of the many personal
exploits that have been preserved about
Mr. Ellis the lawyer, is the time he was
trying a case in the old courtroom on
Broad Street, opposite the present
National Hotel. He commented with
great severity on the testimony of a Dr.
W. (?). The doctor was a Tennesseean,
an airy man, and very punctilious on the
point of honor. As Ellis addressed the
jury, a long bar table stood between him
and the body of the courtroom. Looking
around at some exclamation in the
auditorium, he saw Dr. W. (?) draw a
pistol and make towards him. Ellis at
once drew from his breast pocket, a
knife about a foot long, leapt over the
table at a bound and went for him. Dr.
W (?) made a rush to escape and never
stopped until he got into the street.
When Ellis returned, he calmly
concluded his speech to the jury.
It is not surprising then, that in
1851, Mr. Ellis was elected to serve in
the third session of the California State
House of Representatives. He was a
member of the Whig party representing
Nevada County. During his short
tenure, he sponsored eight acts and
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nine resolutions. One act concerned
divorce, two were in regards to the
Nevada City charter and one bill, which
subsequently passed, granted property
rights to the women of California. He
also vehemently opposed slavery and
was highly lauded for his efforts. During
his stay in California, he met two men
from Rockford, Illinois named Charles
Spafford and Dr. D.G. Clark and they
became friends. Mr. Spafford and Dr.
Clark tried to encourage Ellis to return to
Rockford with them, but he declined.
With about six months left in his term as
State Representative, he was granted a
leave of absence on April 2, 1852, and
returned home to his wife in Felicity,
Ohio. It is not certain what occupation
he pursued on his return home.
On September 26, 1854, Edward
and Lucy Ellis were blessed with the
birth of their first child, a daughter they
named Clara Blanche Ellis. She would
grow up to accomplish many great civic
activities in Rockford. Towards the end
of 1854 or beginning of 1855, at the age
of 35, Edward decided to take up the
offer of two friends he met in California
and moved his young family to
Rockford. Upon his arrival, he acquired
five and one half acres of land on West
State between Avon and Tay streets.
Its former owner Dr. W.H. Fitch sold this
property to the Ellis family. Edward Ellis
met up with his two California friends
and they formed the Spafford, Clark and
Ellis Banking and Exchange Company.
Besides the banking business, he found
time to do some planting on his
property.
As his business ventures grew,
so did his family. In 1856 his wife gave
birth to their second daughter Alma
Hortense Ellis who would grow up and

marry a local physician by the name of
Dr. Henry Fisher on June 24, 1874.
Alma & Henry had three children: Pearl
Blanche Fisher (born in 1876 and died
on September 6, 1963); Walter Charles
Fisher (born in 1879 and died on
December 14, 1932) and Hazel May
Fisher (born on May 14, 1882 and died
on April 15, 1885). Eventually, Alma
and Henry moved to Pasadena,
California where Alma passed away on
July 11, 1936.
In 1858, Edward & Lucy had a
third daughter by the name of Minnie.
Sadly she passed away on September
25, 1860. In 1861, the Ellis' first son
was born. His name was Edward F.W.
Ellis. He was to become a dentist and
marry Miss Ada Bell Lindeman on
December 17, 1881. Eventually he
moved to New York, then to
Philadelphia where he passed away on
May 12, 1914. The last Ellis child Walter
Charles Ellis was born in 1862. He
passed away on Feb. 18, 1875 of
suffusion of the brain while attending
school near Montreal. Edward and Lucy
had joined the Court St. Methodist
Church on Feb. 4, 1855. All of the Ellis
children except Blanche were baptized
there. Lucy served as a Sunday school
teacher at Court Street Methodist in the
early 1860s.
Mrs. Lucy Ellis passed away on
June 17, 1901, due to complications of
pneumonia at the age of 72 while
staying with her daughter Alma in
Pasadena, California. Mr. and Mrs. Ellis,
as well as their five children are all
buried at the Greenwood Cemetery in
Rockford.
President Lincoln sent a one line
note to Postmaster General William

Dennison dated March 3, 1865, one
month before his death, stating: "please
see Mrs. Ellis and file her papers which
are within". She was hoping to become
the next postmaster of Rockford, but
the position was given to Anson S. Miller
instead of Lucy.
Sometime after the death of her
husband Colonel Ellis, Mrs. Ellis was
staying with her son Edward. He was a
dentist and practiced in his home at 305
N. Court St. Later they lived in a nice
home located at 505 N. Rockton. At this
home in 1874, her daughter Clara
Blanche Ellis was married to Chandler
Starr who's father was a pioneer settler
and banker here in Rockford. Blanche,
as she was commonly called, graduated
from the music department of the
Rockford Female Seminary, now known
as Rockford College. She was to
become quite the civic leader of music
in Rockford. She was the organist and
choir director for many years at the
Second Congregational Church in
Rockford. On October 4, 1884, Blanche
and twenty other local women organized
the Mendelson Club, which she served
as its first president for over forty years.
Blanche and her husband Chandler Starr
eventually purchased several lots on
Summer Street and built a grand home
located at 405 Summer Street. This
home still exists and is currently owned
by Saint Peters Catholic Church and is
used for church related offices.
Chandler Starr passed away on October
9, 1930. Blanche survived him by
several years, passing away on June 25,
1943. They blessed the community of
Rockford with many musical legacies
that Rockford is still enjoying today.

EDWARD F.W. ELLIS, THE MASON
In 1839, a charter was granted
to Felicity Lodge #102, in Felicity, Ohio.
Sometime between 1840 and 1842,
Edward Ellis received the degrees of
Freemasonry, presumably in Felicity
Lodge. From 1842 to 1844 he served as
Secretary of Felicity Lodge #102 and
was elected as its Worshipful Master in
1848. He is listed as one of the
founding members of Orion chapter #41
Royal Arch Masons serving as its first
High Priest in 1849. Upon his return
from California in 1852, he was initiated
into Connell Council #18 Royal and
Select Masons on June 8, 1852. This
council was chartered in April of 1851.
He sat in various chairs Pro Tempore
during the next two years. His last visit
to Connell Council #18 was on
September 12, 1854, at which time he
served on a committee.
In the late fall of 1854 or
beginning of 1855, Brother Ellis and his
young family moved to Rockford.
Shortly after his arrival in Rockford, he
and about a dozen local masons
petitioned the grand lodge of Illinois to
form a new lodge in Rockford. With the
blessings and recommendations of

Rockford Lodge #102, a dispensation
was granted to form Star in the East
Lodge on February 12, 1855 with
Worshipful Brother Edward F.W. Ellis,
master; Brother Robert H. Cotton,
Senior Warden and Brother William M.
Bowdoin, Junior Warden. By-laws for
the lodge were adopted and this new
lodge set to work. The lodge met for
several years on West State Street. The
charter constituting Star in the East
Lodge #166, A.F. & A.M. was signed by
Most Worshipful Brother James L.
Anderson, Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Illinois. It was received and
recorded in the lodge's minutes on
October 12, 1855. Worshipful Brother
Ellis served as Master during the years
of 1855 to 1857 and again from 1859 to
1860.
On Feb. 22, 1858, a brother
Hulin presented Worshipful Brother Ellis
with a small jewel as a testimonial of the
lodge's appreciation for all that he had
done for the lodge. Mr. Chandler Starr
Miller and William Forbes Miller, grand
sons of Edward Ellis' daughter Blanche
returned this jewel, a keystone, to the
lodge in 1964.

EDWARD F. W. ELLIS, THE WAR HERO
The strife that had been building
for years eventually evolved into this
nation's Civil War. The great rebellion
would divide states, cities and even
families over loyalties as to what was
good and what was bad for the nation.
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The Fifteenth Regiment of Illinois
Volunteer Infantry was raised under the
"ten regiment act" in the first
congressional district. This regiment
was organized at Freeport, Illinois and
sworn in on May 24, 1861, for a threeyear enlistment. Company "B" of

Winnebago County, known as the "Ellis
Rifles" was Edward Ellis' company. Each
company elected their own officers and
Mr. Ellis was elected as their captain.
When the company arrived at Freeport,
he was elected Lieutenant Colonel of the
15th Illinois regiment. After organizing
and drilling in Freeport, they proceeded
to Alton, Illinois for six more weeks of
training. In time, they left for various
parts of Missouri and then moved by rail
to Rolla, Missouri. They arrived in time
to cover General Sigel's retreat from
Wilson's creek and eventually marched
to Otterville, Missouri. There they went
into winter quarters on December 26,
1861. On February 1, 1862, the
regiment marched to Jefferson City and
thence by rail to Saint Louis where they
embarked on transports for Fort
Donelson in time to take part in its
surrender.
The 15th Illinois regiment was
then assigned to Colonel James C.
Veatch's
Second Brigade of Brigadier General
Stephen A. Hurlbut's "Fighting Fourth
Division" which was part of Major
General U.S. Grant's "Army of the
Tennessee". After leaving Fort
Done!son, they marched to Fort Henry,
boarded boats and proceeded to
Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee. They
were one of the first regiments to arrive
at that historic battlefield where the
battle of Shiloh would take place on
April 6 and 7, 1862.
Lucius W. Barber of company "D"
15th Illinois Volunteer Infantry gave this
recollection of Colonel Ellis on April 5th
the day before the battle, in his army
memoirs:
Before Colonel Ellis dismissed us
that night, he made us a speech.

It always seemed to me as
though that speech sounded the
knell of his own doom. He went
on to state his connection with
the regiment, how pleasant it had
been, how he loved it and how
proud he was of it. He
prophesied the coming battle,
exhorted us to do our duty in
every emergency. He closed with
an affecting appeal that brought
tears to many eyes. Did he then
have a presentiment of his fate?
Brave and good man! Illinois
sent no nobler man to the field
than Lieutenant Colonel Edward
F.W. Ellis.
On April 6th about 7:30 in the
morning the bugle sounded and they
were on the march. General Hurlbut
detached Colonel Veatch with nearly
three thousand infantry to go to General
Sherman's support. Shortly after 9 a.m.
they quickly moved in behind the
deployed line, supporting Burrows'
Battery from the rear. As the
confederates attacked, the battery was
over run sending horses and mules
bolting through Veatch's line creating
disorder in all the ranks behind them.
Much of the burden had fallen on
Veatch's right flank where the 15th
Illinois had been uncovered by the rout
of the battery. While the 15th's Lt.
Colonel Edward Ellis, who was acting
Colonel at this time, was standing on a
log, watching with eager eyes the
motions of the enemy, a ball passed
through his wrist. Lieutenant Smith tied
a handkerchief around it and Colonel
Ellis continued giving his orders as coolly
as though nothing had happened. He
was shouting for his regiment to stand
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firm when an unerring shot pierced his
noble heart and from this stormy battle
his spirit burst its bonds and joined the
martyred hosts of liberty in the light of
heaven. His major was shot through
the head and all but two captains were
down when the regiment went to the
rear in disorder. Officer casualties were
heavy during the battle with Colonel
Ellis, Major Goddard (of Lena, IL.), Capt.
Wayne and Capt. Brownell (a member of
Star in the East Lodge #166 with
Colonel Ellis) of Company "C " all killed
just after 10:30 a.m.
The bodies of Colonel Ellis and
Major Goddard were buried together
and were later recovered along with
Captain Brownell. The remains of
Colonel Ellis and Captain Brownell were
returned home to Rockford.
At the Shiloh National Military
Park in Shiloh, Tennessee, there is a

monument commemorating the 15th
Illinois Regiment. A bronze tablet
mounted on the monument has the
following inscription:
Commanded by:
1.Lt. Colonel E.F.W. Ellis, killed
2. Major Wm. R. Goddard, killed
3. Capt. LOUIS D. Kelley
This regiment was attacked on this line
about 9:30 am. April 6, 1862, and
offered most stubborn resistance for
more than one hour, the enemy
attacking both front and flank In this
action both field officers and several line
officers were lost. The regiment retired
in good order and formed a new line. Its
loss in battle was 5 officers and 44 men
killed; 8 officers and 109 men wounded;
total 166.

The cemetery marker of Edward F. W. Ellis is in Greenwood Cemetery.
His wife Lucy and their five children are buried alongside him
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THE SAD HOME COMING
On Sunday April 20, 1862, the
remains of Colonel Ellis arrived by
special train and were conveyed to his
home, where on Monday they were
removed to the court house where he
lay in state and was visited by hundreds
of local citizens until Tuesday. The
metallic coffin was decorated with
flowers and garlands and upon it rested
his sword and belt plus a most striking
and life like portrait of the deceased, all
underneath a canopy of American flags.
At one o'clock, a procession was
formed at the courthouse and the
remains of Colonel Ellis were conveyed
to the Second Congregational Church,
the largest edifice in the city, which was
immediately crowded. Many mourners
were lined outside on both sides of the
street. Reverend Vincent of Court
Street Methodist Church, a long time
friend of the Ellis' preached the funeral
sermon.

At the end of the service the
procession was again formed in the
following order: 1. Band; 2. Catholic
Benevolent Society; 3. Fire companies;
4. Clergy; 5. Hearse and pallbearers; 6.
Wounded officers and soldiers in
Carriages; 7. City authorities; 8. Masonic
lodges; 9. Citizens in carriages. The
route to Greenwood Cemetery was lined
with draped flags and varied regalia of
the different orders and businesses that
made for a solemn and imposing
appearance with the procession being
nearly a mile long. At the cemetery, the
ceremonies at the grave were
conducted by Worshipful Brother Lyman
F. Warner, Worshipful Master of Star in
the East Lodge # 166 A.F. & A.M. of
Rockford. At 4 o'clock p.m. the remains
of the schoolteacher, lawyer, state
representative, businessman, loving
family man, freemason and patriot
soldier were laid to rest with the usual
ceremonies of the craft.

At a stated meeting of Star in the East Lodge #166 held on April 14, 1862, the
following resolution was drafted:
Whereas, it has pleased an all wise providence to call our highly
esteemed and worthy brother Edward F. W. Ellis, in the full vigor of his useful
manhood from labor to refreshment to that lodge on high where the supreme
architect of the universe presides.
Resolved, that as a brother he was ever an abiding friend and kind
councilor, who won our love and reverence while sojourning among us, by his
prompt charity, unselfish benevolence, high-minded firmness, reasonable
remonstrance, well timed advice, unwearied perseverance and lucid intellect.
Resolved, that in the death of our beloved brother we deplore the loss of
a valuable, active and prominent member, one of the brightest lights of our
institution, a truly good and public spirited citizen.
Resolved, that our county has lost in Colonel Edward F. W. Ellis a brave,
efficient and patriotic officer, true patriotism alone actuated him to enlist in the
glorious cause of our union, to help fight her battles and sustain her constitution,
was his high aim; for this purpose he made pecuniary sacrifices, left family,
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friends, an inviting home, and the state, to die the death of a hero, in the late
fearful battle near Pittsburg, Tennessee.
Resolved, that we, as masons, tender to the widow and orphans of our
departed brother our heartfelt condolence, in this hour of their deep affliction,
assuring them of our sincerest sympathies.
Dated at Rockford, IL, April 14, 1862.

A. Halsted, Sec'y

Colonel Ellis has indeed made a
great and important impact on our
community and our lives in all that he
accomplished during his short time
among us. To him and his family we
owe much for what we have today to
hold and cherish as a loving gift of his
labors. For this, we will not forget, but
we can only begin by saying thank you.
LEGACIES OF THE ELLIS FAMILY
Ellis Street in San Francisco, California.
Ellis Arts Academy in West Rockford.
Ellis Masonic Lodge #633 A.F. & A.M.
The Mendelson Club was founded in
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J. Gerber
C.I. Horseman
D.E.W. Andrus
Committee

1884 by Clara Blanche Starr, the
daughter of Edward and Lucy Ellis.
Blanche was also the organist and choir
director at the Second Congregational
Church in Rockford for many years in
the late 1800's and early 1900's.
The west side elementary school
built in 1868 was named after Colonel
Ellis and was erected in the 1500 block
of West State St. This school was later
rebuilt on Elm Street and the old school
on West State Street formed the nucleus
for the Saint Thomas Catholic School.
Recently, the Ellis Arts Academy on S.
Central Ave replaced the Ellis School on
Elm St.

SOURCES
R.W. Brother Robert Kalb, Grand Secretary, Grand Lodge of Illinois A.F. & A.M.
M.W. Brother David Dresser, Grand Secretary, Grand Lodge of Ohio F. & A.M.
W. Bro. Thomas Stuck, Secretary, Felicity Lodge #102, F. & A.M. Felicity, Ohio.
W. Bro. Randy Clark, Master, Felicity Lodge #102 F. & A.M. Felicity, Ohio.
Felicity Lodge #102 F. & A.M. Felicity, Ohio.
Star in the East Lodge #166 A.F. & A.M. Rockford, Illinois.
Clermont County Probate Court, Batavia, Ohio.
Clermont County Genealogical Society, Batavia, Ohio.
Rockford Public Library Historical Department, Rockford, Illinois.
Greenwood Cemetery, Rockford, Illinois.
Ginny Heisler, Secretary, Second Congregational Church, Rockford, Illinois.
Honorable Douglas Scott, State Representative 67th District of Illinois.
Ms. Dawn I. Rodrigues, Library technical assistant, California State Library.
Maine State Archives, Augusta, Maine.
Nevada County Historical Society, Nevada City, California.
Searls Historical Library, Nevada City, California.
Mendelson Club, Rockford, Illinois.
Rockford Register Republic Newspaper, Rockford, Illinois.
Rockford Daily Register Gazette, Rockford, Illinois.
Rockford Register (weekly) Rockford, Illinois.
California State Archives, Sacramento, California.
Court Street United Methodist Church Rockford, Illinois.
Rockford Public School District #205 Rockford, Illinois.
Adjutant General's report, Volume 1 1861 - 1866 revised.
Ms. Linda Jellison, Town Clerk, Wilton, Maine.
Ms. Madge E. Ames, Genealogist, Augusta, Maine.
Mcdonough, James Lee. Shiloh - in Hell before Night. Published by: the University of
Tennessee Press.
Daniel, Larry J. Shiloh - The Battle that changed the Civil War. Published by: Simon and
Schuster (a Touchstone book).
Barber, Lucius W. Army memoirs of Lucius W. Barber Co. "D" 15th IL. Vol. Infantry
May 24, 1861 to Sept. 30, 1865. Published in 1894 by: the M.W. Jones
Stationary and Printing Co. Chicago, IL.
Letters and Memoirs of Alexander McEathron during the Civil War.
U.S. Dept. of the Interior, National Park Service, Shiloh National Military Park,
Shiloh, Tennessee.
Arnold, James. Osprey Military Campaign series #54: Shiloh 1862 " The Death of
Innocence". Published in 1998 by Osprey Publishing, Oxford, U.K.

9

******************************************************
NUGGETS OF HISTORY, is published quarterly by the Rockford Historical Society,
6526 Spring Brook Rd., Rockford, Illinois 61114. Society members receive NUGGETS
upon payment of annual dues. New rates, effective January 1, 1998: Family @ $15,
Individual @ $10, Contributing member @ $25, Life member @ $150. Mail check to:
Membership Chairman, Rockford Historical Society, 6799 Guilford Rd., Rockford, IL
61107.
Statement of Purpose: To enlighten and to educate people about their place of
residence, to entertain with stories and fact, and to enrich lives regarding what is
available to enjoy, to treasure and to honor.
1999-2000 Officers

President
Vice-President
Editor Emeritus
Editor/Publisher
Contributing Editor
Circulation Manager

Lou Suit
Marge Maney
Robert Borden
Thomas Powers
Hazel M. Hyde
Richard J. Marsh

We welcome manuscripts and photos to area historical events and personalities, for publication
consideration. We reserve the right to edit and to condense. For return, please include a selfaddressed stamped envelope. Send to NUGGETS EDITOR, ROCKFORD HISTORICAL
SOCIETY, 6799 GUILFORD RD, ROCKFORD, IL 61107
***********************************************************
ROCKFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
6799 Guilford Rd.
Rockford, IL 61107

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
ROCKFORD, IL
PERMIT NO. 320

